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Dear Friends and Family,
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As I write this message, life continues to present
surprises. Early this summer there was positive
progress on addressing the challenges of COVID-19.
Throughout our area and the nation, the experience
of COVID was decreasing. Because of this welcome
reality, we were able to restore many activities and the
residents enjoyed having visitors for the first time in
over a year. We are excited to return to more of our usual ways of being with each
other.
The reality of COVID will continue to present everyone with challenges. As always,
the residents, their loved ones, staff, and everyone’s safety is our first priority. We
are remaining vigilant in accessing what will best assure their safety and well-being,
including responding to current and developing regulations.
Autumn is a time of gratitude and for remembering our blessings. At Lourdes,
it is also a time to celebrate individuals who have made a lasting impact on our
community through their time, talent or treasures. Normally, we honor a select few
at our Lourdes Legacy Event. Due to COVID-19, we are postponing this event
another year. Instead, we invite you to read about a few generous individuals and
learn how you can become a part of Lourdes Legacy. See their stories on page
eleven.
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Hopefully this finds you well and enjoying the last
weeks of warmth before winter sets in.

Lourdes is a holy place, sustained by your prayers and support. Your commitment
and faithful dedication to our mission makes it possible for Lourdes to be the best
senior living experience.
May God continue to gift you with many graces.

LOURDES WISH LIST

In gratitude for your care and support,
Sister Maureen Comer, OP
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Admirations For Lourdes

PRAYER FOR
THE AUTUMN

It is with tremendous gratitude that I write this note to you, two evenings
after the passing of my beautiful mother.
My mother and father entered Mendelson in early 2010. Although Dad’s time
there was short, Mom had spent ten wonderful years at Mendelson making
new friends with residents and staff, joining group activities, going on field
trips, and attending church services.
I have no doubt that she was able to live to the age of 91-years because of
the care and compassion of the Mendelson staff. Many of you met her each
day with positive greetings, whether it was Annie and Sharon in the lobby or
one of the many aides in the hallway. Kim and Chelsea and many unnamed
aides’ compassion showed when you sat with her during time when her
blood glucose was low or she experienced the flu.
Janet and Denise’s skill had pulled our mother through some very scary
medical emergencies. Boosting Mom’s mood during those gray days by
stopping by for a quick visit, curling her hair, or adding polish to her nails
were greatly appreciated by Mom. With the extremely busy lives of her
children, we were unable to give her full time attention that was provided by
your generous staff and I am truly grateful.
Our family would like you to know that we are especially concerned for your
health, safety and happiness at this crazy time in the world. While you care
for our precious senior citizens that reside at Mendelson Assisted Living,
we would like you to remember to make yourselves a priority too. Find time
each day for yourself. Treat yourself to your favorite cup of coffee. Read
from a book of devotions. Or just be present in a moment of quiet. Both your
own families and the Mendelson residents need you to put yourself first.
The miracles of treatment are right around the corner. Until then, may we
pray that God will protect us all.
- A Mendelson Family Member

“Lord,
You know how I cling to
summer and grieve the slightest
sign of fall,
and so it is with great
thanksgiving, just a day or two
ago, when my head and wheel
were turned by dear Hydrangea’s
beauty.
Many of Hydrangea’s beauty
have let their glory fade to shades
of dusty rust: appropriate for
autumn, much too early for late
summer. While this one lovely
still stands tall, her face up to
the sun; with full and ample
blossoms, each petal pure and
fresh, she waves hello to passerby
on every gentle breeze...
She knows that fall is around
the corner, now just weeks away,
but she’ll sit poised as summer’s
queen, reigning from her bushy
throne until some chill or frost
robs her of her crown...
Grant me the Hydrangea’s
beauty, Lord, her grace and
strength, her firm determination
to sip from summer’s cup the last
drop of joy offered in this season
of your warm and fruitful love.
Then, filled with summer’s peace,
I will not shun the fall but rather
run to it and dive into autumn’s
beauty.
Amen”
- A Concord Pastor
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WHAT’S NEW...
SUMMER FUN
The last year was an
unprecedented time in our history.
COVID-19 complicated daily life
for many, including our residents.
While our dedicated staff worked to
minimize the impact of restrictions, we
were grateful for the vaccination and
the ability to bring back a few activities
for the warmer months.
Fox Manor had a fantastic
summer, thanks in part to Activity
Director, Tammy Keeley.
“We had a blast this summer,” said
Tammy. “We were able to resume a lot
of our favorite activities.”
One of those activities is Drums
Alive. Drums Alive is an exercise class
featuring upbeat music, drumming
and educational concepts designed to
improve physical health.
“It’s a lot of fun and the residents
love it!” Said Tammy.
Another activity residents were
happy to see back was Chimes with
music instructor, Laurie Herman.
“We are so grateful to Laurie,” said
Tammy.
In her class, residents learn to play
chimes and sing classic or seasonal
songs. This year, they also worked

hard on a selection of patriotic
arrangements that they performed
September 27, 2021!
There was even a special
conductor!
Fox Manor resident, Carl Tenuta,
lead the Chimes Choir in their
performance of “That’s Amore!”
It was a phenomenal concert
enjoyed by many.
Laurie was also responsible for
beginning a Summer Sing group!
The Summer Sing group began in
August with residents meeting twice a
month.
“This additional music group
was created to invite more residents
who enjoy music to participate,” said
Tammy. “We have a lot of talented
residents.”
In addition to group activities,
Fox Manor also had several outings,
including a visit to Frankenmuth,
the Healing Gardens, Concert in the
Park, and the Canterbury Village Dino
Crawl.
“The dinosaur crawl was amazing!”
Said Tammy.
Canterbury Village featured 100
life-like dinosaurs and reptiles all
spanning 30 ft tall and 40 ft long!
There were also roaming characters
and a dino band for
entertainment.
		 While all their outings
are exciting, Fox Manor
residents love their
frequent runs to Custard
Corner. And who could
blame them? Vanilla cone,
anyone?
		
As autumn
approaches, Fox Manor
has an exciting agenda to
look forward to.

Residents will take part in their
annual scarecrow contest and have
hopes for a few outings with the
Oakland County Historical Society.
Keep a watch on our Facebook page
for autumn pictures and updates.
Aubrey Slack is the New Activity
Director at Mendelson Home Assisted
Living, but she’s already got the
resident’s vote!
Aubrey attended the University of
Colorado where she studied Exercise
Science and American Sign Language.
She was a supervisor in homecare
management before moving to
Michigan in January to help take care
of her grandparents.
“Initially, I came to Lourdes as a
part-time employee, but fell so deeply
in love with the people and the facility
that I decided to buy a house nearby,”
said Aubrey.

Aubrey hired in full-time at
Mendelson in April 2021.
“It was a big undertaking, but I
was excited for the new chapter,” said
Aubrey.
Mendelson Home and Clausen
Manor both saw a return to life
and activities this summer. In May,
Mendelson Home held their first group
activity in months! They also began
golf cart rides and gardening club.
“In June we were able to
reintroduce outings,” said Aubrey.
“For our first field trip, we took the
residents out for frozen yogurt.”
Over the summer, they also visited
a restaurant or two, including two
resident favorites: Mr. B’s Roadhouse
and Outback Steakhouse. They even
enjoyed a burger picnic from Culvers
at Hatchery Park!
The highlight of the summer
though was the Christmas in July
Festival!

“Our Christmas in July was a lot
of fun,” said Aubrey. “I dressed up as
Santa and ran around the room stealing
cookies.”
Speaking of cookies, the residents
had a blast getting to decorate them! 		
And eat them!
They also participated in a
Christmas word search, Christmas sing
along and had pictures with Santa!
The celebration was a great way to
cool off and get out of the July heat!
At Clausen Manor residents were
excited to resume Gardening Club this
summer. The residents helped tend to
flowers and planted assorted daisies.
“It’s a great activity at all our
facilities, really,” said Aubrey.
In addition to providing fresh air
and sunlight, working with plants and
flowers helps to lower blood pressure,
reduce stress and anxiety. Gardening
also provides social interaction, helps
improve mobility and accelerates
recovery time after an injury or illness.
The residents find the activity
relaxing and love seeing their plants
grow.
Clausen also had golf cart rides to
explore nature and wildlife and learned
a few new activities such as balloon
tennis!
“Everyone seems to really enjoy
balloon tennis,” said Aubrey.
The highlight of their summer,
however, was the return of
entertainers. Clausen Manor saw
performances by Harmonica George,
The Honky Tonk Kid and The D & A
Duo!
There were also plenty of summer
treats on the patio!
Root beer floats, ice
cream sandwiches and
popsicles were all a hit
on sunny afternoons.
As summer comes
to an end, Mendelson
Home and Clausen
Manor are both looking
forward to fall arts and
crafts, and some yummy
fall treats! Keep an eye
on Facebook to see their
latest activities!

What’s Lourdes Rehabilitation and
Healthcare (LRHC) up to, you ask?
LRHC also saw a return to life this
summer and some of their favorite
activities: bingo, arts and crafts and
chair yoga to name a few.
They were also able to enjoy a
few entertainers and the return of pet
therapy!
The residents have always adored
a visit from their beloved furry friends.
The dogs, while gentle, are full of
excitement, wagging their tails as they
greet their senior companions.
There are many benefits to pet
therapy. From a physical standpoint,
pet therapy has been shown to
reduce blood pressure and improve
cardiovascular health. It also has the
ability to aide emotional healing and
communication.
In addition to visits from their
four-legged friends, LRHC also
enjoyed a few outings. The “ice cream
truck” that roams the halls are a huge
hit, but the residents love their trips to
dairy queen.
Cooks Dairy Farm? Even better.
The residents love having their
favorite flavors and visiting the cows
who live there.
For autumn, Lourdes Rehab and
Healthcare Center plans to have a
fall festival, enjoy cider and donuts,
and some fall themed arts and crafts.
Stay on the lookout for pictures and
updates!

LOURDES WINE AND NINE
Lourdes Senior Community
was saddened to cancel their
Annual Wine and Nine Event for
a second year in a row. In 2020,
Lourdes canceled the event due to
COVID-19. This year, mother nature
was the culprit.
The Waterford community and
surrounding neighborhoods received
an estimated 7-inches in rainfall,
flooding grasslands and a few roads.
Along with windfall and power
outages, Lourdes’ decided to forego
the outing for another year.
We would like to thank the fifty
individuals who registered to golf or
signed up to join us for dinner!

We are also very grateful to all
those who donated or sponsored
this event. The quality care Lourdes
provides is thanks to generous
individuals who embrace the Lourdes’
Mission. Your impact is immeasurable.
We hope to resume our Annual
Wine and Nine next year. The
event is scheduled for September
22, 2022. Those who registered this
year have already reserved their spot
for next year. If you’re interested
in participating or would like
more information on sponsorship
opportunities, please contact Colleen
Burke at 248-886-5674

THANK YOU SPONSORS!
JOHN ANTHONY SALON

PLATINUM SPONSOR

COLOMBIERE CENTER

BRONZE SPONSOR

COATS FUNERAL HOME

TEE SPONSOR

GRANT, MILLMAN & JOHNSON, PC

TEE SPONSOR

ROBIN MCCLINTOCK IN MEMORY OF GENE KIRVAN

TEE SPONSOR

DOUGLAS QUINN IN MEMORY OF ROBERT WELSBACHER

TEE SPONSOR

REALM GROUP, INC

TEE SPONSOR

RUSSELL STABILE IN MEMORY OF MAMIE STABILE

TEE SPONSOR

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOU!
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Thank You
Honorarium and Memorials
In Memory of Patricia Alandt
Patrick Alandt

In Memory of Audrie Bannasch
Jo Heitmeyer
In Memory of Adelia Bassi
Fran Fedolak
In Memory of Patricia Bean
Leslie Bean
James Green
Jennifer Hollander
David Steffes
David Szulczewski
Carol West

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS
THAT GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED THE HOLY WORK OF LOURDES SENIOR
COMMUNITY BETWEEN JANUARY 2021 AND AUGUST 2021.

In Memory of Mary Didio
Benford Partners
James Didio
In Memory of Kathryn Dwyer
Gerard Dwyer
In Memory of Barbara Edwards
Joan Hickey
In Memory of Wanda Eskey
Mick and Lynn DeLap
In Memory of Patricia Finnigan
Gerard Finnigan
Ann Grupczynski

In Memory of Florence Berendt
Jerry and Pam Berendt

In Memory of Rochelle Huly
Alan Huly

In Memory of Mildred Buckey
Fox Run Condo Community

In Memory of Robert Kahle
Donna Angeli
Bernice Soave
Fern Walch

In Memory of Dorothy Connor
Mrs. Cathy Loveland
In Memory of Jean DeClerck
Donna Angeli
Rick and Debi Batchelder
Bernice Soave
Fern Walch
In Memory of Rhonda Davis
Patrick and Mary Butler
Valerio and Karen Imarisio
Alberto and Clara Imarisio
Edward and Barbara
Heidenreich
Arliss and Christine Perry

In Memory of Harry Kems
Judith Cunningham
Donald and Elsie Overy
In Memory of Sue Kennedy
Colin Kennedy
Lori Beirne-Kennedy
Stephen Derderian
Mary Kieman
In Memory of Robert Kahle
Donna Angeli
In Memory of Leone Kiscaden
Joseph and Barbara Mendelson

In Memory of Joseph LaForest
Michele LaForest
In Memory of Louise Lewis
Maryanne Jones
Lloyd Lewis
Fern Walch
Michael Walch and Joyce Keller
In Honor of LSC employees
Lourdes Senior Community
Board of Directors
In Memory of Maria Mauro
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Feliksa
In Memory of Mania Nelson
Fern Walch

In Honor of Elaine Seidl
Fritha Matus
In Honor of Agnes Smalkowski
Sister Frances Mary Kernasovich, OP
In Memory of Suzanne Soave
Fern Walch
In Memory of Charles Steeber
Elizabeth Kish
Bernice Soave
Fern Walch

In Memory of
Margaret Connarn Nelson
Don Nelson

In Memory of David Stone
Elizabeth Kish
Bernice Soave
Fern Walch

In Memory of Mary O’Brien
Fern Walch

In Memory of Sister Rose M. Takacs
Frank and Kathleen Wendt

In Memory of Stella Pilzner
Cheryl Balsis

In Honor of
Jane Tierney and Dolly Tebeau
Michael Tierney

In Memory of Agnes Plotczyk
Susan Gibson
In Memory of
Therese Ponkowski
Sarah Hoban
Marsha Salley
In Memory of Sora Pyromski
Carol Britsche
Karen Huff
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In Memory of
Marcella Romanek
Mrs. Catherine Genovese

In Honor of James Reinert
Stephen and Lorene Davidson

In Memory of
Genevieve “Dot” Tebelman
Kathy Borello
James Carlson
Patricia Cassidy
Evangeline Chase
Angela Dineen
In Memory of James Tisot
Frank and Kathleen Wendt
In Honor of Fern Walch
Aaron and Marcia Bawol

In Memory of Winifred Walter
Linda Lincoln
JoAnne Malito
In Memory of
Frank and Elizabeth Wendt
Frank and Kathleen Wendy

Individuals and Organizations

John and Paula Acton
Mariano and Therese Alfafara
Barbara Allen
Allied Eagle Supply Company
Gina Almas
Therese Alumbaugh
Donna Angeli
Anonymous
Anonymous
John and Joy Aquilina
Joseph and Penny Arsenault
Azimuth Capital Management, LLC
Dr. Aziz
Eileen Bagdonas
Mr. & Mrs. David Bair
Carol Baker
James and Lisa Bannasch
Mr. & Mrs. John Barnds
Richard Bartus
Kim Barzda
Carol Bastas
Shirl Batche
Rick and Debi Batchelder
The Honorable and Mrs. Batchik
Keith and Suzanne Bauman
Jerry Beauchamp
Beauchamp Water Treatment Solutions
Bryan Becker and Colleen Burcar
Mary Behil
JoAnne Belk
Don and Terry Bell
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Benford Partners
Gary and Sheryl Benning
Lillian Berak
Jerry and Pam Berendt
Norbert Bergmann
Phillip Bettendorf
Carolyn Birtsas
Sister Rita Birzar, OP
Thomas Blomquist
Bodman, PLC
Roberto and Regina Boffi
Steve and Joann Boggs
Curtis Booza
Kathryn Borkowski
Barbara Bowman
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Brady
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brancheau
Jack and Louise Bratten
Jill Breeden
Carol Britsche
Loren Brown
Reverend Jerome Brzezinski
Patricia Burke
Colleen Burke
Michael Burns

Ann Marie Caiozzo
Dan and Shelly Callan
CC Communications
Lori Champagne
Kathleen Charboneau
Susan Christensen
Roberta Chrysler
Diane Claeys
Maureen Clement
Mary Clement
Coats Funeral Home
Conrad and Cheryl Code
Michaleen Comeau
Brian and Janae Condit
Carol Condit
Dan and Dani Connolly
Jackie Connolly
Albert Costello
Barb Cullen
Judith Cunningham
Reverend Andrew Czajkowski
Walter and Pam Czop
Michael and Jennifer Czop
Stephen Davidson
Theresa Delcamp
Sister Grace Dennis, OP
Ron and Eileen Delasko
Margaret DePoorter
Dina DeWeese
David DiCiuccio
Mary Lou Dillon
Dennis Dilworth
Dominican Sisters of Peace
Teri Donaldson
Catherine Donohue
Lawrence Dorr
Dan Dowd
Diane Dowd
Sister Patricia Dulka, OP
Carol Ecsedi
Gertrude Edwards
Catherine Engel
Ralph Fackler
Fran Fedolak
Kim Findlay
Gerard Finnigan
William Fitzgerald
Therese Flanigan
Sister Carol Fleming, OP
Gregory Fogle
Stephen and Chris Fogle
Kevin and Sharon Foley
Bill and Carol Fountain
Fox Run Condo Community
Frank and Gertrude Dunlap Fund
Frank Rewold and Son, Inc
Fusco, Shaffer & Pappas, Inc
Theresa Gates
Karen Gates
Daniel and Mary Lou Gebauer
Joan George
Daron and Linda Gifford
Maria Glenn
Carol Glowacki
JA Glynn

Mildred Goemaere
Matthew and Danielle Golling
Goyette Mechanical, Co.
Catherine Grace
Timothy and Susan Grajewski
Linda Griggs
A. Colleen Grigorian
Bob Grimm
Martha Grimm
Guardian Medical Monitoring
Loretta Hall
Halo Branded Solutions
Charles and Mary Halpin
Lucille Hance
Most Reverend Donald Hanchon
J. Edward and Karen Hannan
Patricia Hannum
Craig Hanson
Most Reverend
Bernard Harrington
Arthur Hart
Susan Hawkins
Jo Heitmeyer
Catherine Hendrix
Patricia Henry
Dr. Charles Hermes
Deborah Hevel
Ronald and Maria Hewson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hickey
David Hickey
William Hickey
Joan Hickey
James Hill
Dr. Thomas
and Connie Hinsberg
Mark Hoffman
Thomas and Abbie Holden
Daniel Holden
Margaret Holden
Tammy Horne
Reverend Michael Hrydziuszko
Lori Huang
Ken and Barb Huddas
Margaret Huggard
Daniel Hulgrave
Alan Huly
Joyce Hyttienen
Valerio and Karen Imarisio
Innerspace Design

Walter Jablonski
Mary Lou Jablonski
Joseph Jablonski
Deacon William
and Rose Jamieson
Randy Jarmaga
Susan Jelinek
Toni Jenkins
Mark Jenkins
Edith Jenkinson
JM Packaging
John Anthony Salons
John R. and M.
Margrite Davis Foundation
Theresa Johnson
Maryanne Jones
Alan and Judy Judge
Linda Kabacinski
Kevin Kane
Tom Kane
Tammy Keeley
Kenneth Keesling
Sister Frances Mary 		
Kernasovich, OP
Hank and Beth Kerr
Andy and Maureen Kerr
Elizabeth Kersten
Linda Kirvan
Elizabeth Kish
Paul Klenner
A. June Klinert
Deborah Kolb
Frank Kosciolek
Kathrynne Kowalski
Cindy Krider
Richard and Deborah Kroninger
Georgeanna Kruchko
Joseph Kubani
Victor Kubani
Ronald Kubani
Joseph and Judith LaFata
Lawrence LaForest
Michele LaForest
Sharon Lamparski
Gail Lane
Donna Lang
Paul Latcha
Rebecca Latta
David Latta
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Virginia Laur
Reverend Michael LeFevre
Victoria Legel
Lynne Lepisto-Golling
Sister Teresita Lipar, OP
Linda Lincoln
Dr. Robert Lokar
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Janette Lowry
Frank and Tina MacDonell
James and Jean Majercik
Barbara Makowski
JoAnne Malito
Robert and Mary Malone
Mannor Law Group
Jeanette Markiewicz
Catherine Marsac
Mary Mason
Peg Matte
Fritha Matus
Cynthia Matusko
Regina Mayes
Douglas McAlpine
Robin McClintock
Joseph McGee
Kim McGuire
Nancy McMahon
Joseph and Barbara Mendelson
Jeannie Menge
Kevin and Kathleen Merlo
Carmen Metzger
Norman and Mary Beth Miller
Gerald and Gayle Mineweaser
Donald Misener
Jason Mize
Carolyn Mondor
Louis Mosier
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Susan Mulski
Mr. and Mrs. James Murray
Michelle Nasatir
Dalia Navasaitis
Don Nelson
Petrice Newberry
Patrick “Duke” Norton
Theresia Nowak
James Olsafsky
OneCare Pharmacy
William Orosey
Don and Elsie Overy
Greg Palmer
julie Palmer
Kathleen Parlow
David Paruch
Mike Patton
PC Miracles
Michelle Pelak
Patricia Phillips
Dawn Philpott
Mary Jane Pinney
PlanteMoran
Sister Gene Poore, OP
Carolyn Price
ProSure Fund
Pulte Family Charitable Foundation
Douglas and Colleen Quinn
John Radenbaugh
Daniel and Barbara Reed
Bert Reid
Cynthia Reinke
ReMax Platinum
Vicki Rennie
Ronald and Sandra Reso
Bob and Sandy Riney
Patricia Ritlaw
Dennis and Sandy Ritter

Frances Rososky
Raymond Ruch
Thomas and Marylee Ryan
James and Tracy Ryniak
Samuel L. Westerman Foundation
Christopher Schlaps
Frank and Tina Schultz
John Schuster
Michael and Kathleen Schwartz
William Scott
Alice Scott
Select Rehab, Inc.
Dr. Paula Serra
Service Care Industries
Glenda Sheets
Douglas Slabinski
Lisa Slicker
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Smith
Byron Smith
Sister Connie Smollar, OP
Bernice Soave
Emily Solosky
Sandy Sommerfield
Dr. Orest and Sandra Sowirka
Marilyn Speth
Larry Spiece
St. Hugo’s of the Hills Parish
Nancy St. Louis
Russell Stabile
David Steffes
Sister Martina Stegman, OP
Katherine Steinmetz
Linda Stier
Alena Subova
Judith Surhigh
Carole Tadavich
Eugene and Arlene Taylor
Dolly and Done Tebeau
Kathleen Teets
Carl Tenuta
Eleanor Tierney
Michael Tierney
The Danielson Group, PC
The Hanover Insurance Group
The Prosure Fund
Dr. Robert Toal
Audrey Tobin
Nancy Vachon Mark
and Tricia Van Faussien
Bob and Sara Van Acker
Sharon Van Bibber
Ardythe Vass
Freda Vecchio
Patricia Veighey

Sambhavi Venkateswaran
Don Von Buskirk
Janice Vurginac
Fern Walch
Michael Walch and Joyce Keller
Mary Watkins
Timothy and Colleen Wayland
Jeanette Weir
Frank Wendt
Ann Wheeler
LJ Williams
C.J. and Dawn Willis
Julie Woid
Wojo’s Greenhouse
Robert Woods
David Yarber
Mary-Ellen Yokie
Jan Zak
Jack Zautis
Karen Zautis
Louis Zednik
Ronald and Beverly Zeeman
Dr. Lawrence Zglniec
Mary Zurbriggen

In-Kind Gifts

Carol Adams
Colleen Burke
Patricia Burke
Shelly and Dan Callan
Elisha Christopher
Cranbrook Science Centers
Sister Maureen Comer
Cooper and Binkley
HardRock Kitchen and Bath
Remodeling
Valerio and Karen Imarisio
Toni Jenkins
Regina Mayes
Gretchen Swanson
Johnny Black’s Public House,
Waterford
Michigan Growler
Munchie’s Ice Cream
Orion Pub, Independence Twp
Overtyme Bar and Grill
Outback Restaurant, Waterford
Outback Restaurant, Waterford
Parker’s Hilltop, Waterford
Pontiac Mail
RainForest Café
Red Lobster, Waterford
Star EMS
Don Von Buskirk
Wint Funeral Home
Wojo’s Greenhouse

You can support us as you shop Amazon this holiday season!
Use www.AmazonSmile.com when you shop and the first page will ask you to select a
charity. In the box labeled “Or pick your own charitable organization” insert Lourdes, Inc.
This will take you to a list of organizations named Lourdes. The one you want to choose
is Lourdes Inc in Waterford MI. Then shop for your favorite things. That simple!

CHOOSING YOUR INSURANCE

SHOULD I EVALUATE MY MEDICARE PART D PLAN FOR 2022?
For 2022 Medicare coverage, open enrollment is in the fall of 2021, from October 15 to December 7.
During this annual enrollment period you can make changes to various aspects of your coverage.
•
•
•

You can switch from Original Medicare to Medicare Advantage, or vice versa.
You can switch from one Medicare Advantage plan to another or from one Medicare Part D
(prescription drug) plan to another.
And if you haven’t enrolled in a Medicare Part D plan, you can do so during this time, although a late
enrollment penalty may apply.

If you want to enroll in a Medicare Advantage plan, you must meet some basic criteria.
•
•

You must be enrolled in Medicare Part A and B.
You must live in the plan’s service area.

If you’re already enrolled in a Medicare Part D prescription plan or a Medicare Advantage Plan and
you don’t want to make changes to your coverage for 2022, you don’t need to do anything during open
enrollment, assuming your current plan will still be available in 2022.
Even if you’re confident that you want to keep your current coverage for the coming year, it’s important
to make sure you understand any changes that may apply, and that you’ve double checked to make sure
that your current plan is still the best available option. The available plans and what they cover change
from one year to the next, so even if the plan you have now was the best option when you shopped last
year, it’s important to verify that again before you lock yourself in for another year.
If you have questions about your Medicare coverage, call Mary at 248-886-5118, the Medicare-Medicaid
Assistance Professional at Lourdes Senior Community
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CREATING A LEGACY OF CARE
Lourdes Senior Community has a long-standing legacy, built on faith, vision and generosity. While
Lourdes Nursing Home didn’t officially open until 1965, the property was donated long before by the
Mendelson family. The Dominican Sisters of Peace officially moved into what was once Menscola Manor
in 1938 but soon outgrew the property!
The Sisters relocated to Oxford and in 1948, Menscola Manor became Menscola Convalescent Home.
Less than twenty years later, they broke ground on Lourdes Nursing Home (known today as Lourdes
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center).
Since that time, Lourdes Senior Community has expanded to include Fox Manor on the Lake, Mendelson
Home Assisted Living Apartment and Clausen Manor Memory Care. Together, they have served
approximately 6,425 seniors and their families, and have created a legacy of care with help from many
generous donors like you!
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CHRIS AND KATHIE KERR
Chris and Kathie Kerr were long-time Lourdes family
member, with a history stretching back to 1985. Back then,
her great-aunt, Margaret, needed long-term care. She chose
Lourdes based on their reputation. In 1985, Lourdes already
had a 20-year history as a facility that provided exceptional
care and preserved quality of life for their residents.

Chris and Kathie and their favorite child, Penny!

It didn’t take long for Chris and Kathie to ascertain Lourdes
was a remarkable place. He and his wife, Kathie, visited
Aunt Margaret weekly. His aunt loved her room and her
new friends. She went to weekly activities and adored the
staff who helped her maintain daily life tasks. Margaret had
found a new home and was at peace.

When Kathie’s father, Jim, could no longer keep up with home maintenance and yard work, Chris and Kathie
knew exactly where to look for a retirement community. In 2003, Fox Manor Independent Living was only a
decade old, but already had a remarkable reputation and a waiting list. Fortunately, they didn’t have to wait long
for an apartment. Jim moved in and soon had a new routine. He enjoyed Mass and the religious community, he
also loved attending the monthly birthday parties and happy hour on the patio.
Eventually, Jim needed rehab after suffering a stroke. Jim relocated to Lourdes Nursing Home while he
recovered, but later moved to Mendelson Assisted Living where he would receive additional assistance. Jim
found he loved Mendelson as much as he had loved Fox Manor, quickly taking to the staff and joining in
community activities. He took delight in holiday parties and loved any festivities where cake was involved,
and who could blame him?
Jim’s love of Lourdes left no debate for Chris and Kathie when Chris’ mother needed rehab in 2008, or when
Kathie’s sister had a stroke in 2014. Lourdes was family. Lourdes was home. Lourdes was where Chris himself
would choose for his end-of-life care.
And in 2016, he did.
After a three-year battle with terminal cancer, Christopher returned to Lourdes for hospice care. The staff
made him comfortable, offering support to Kathie, and their family during a very difficult period.
The Kerr’s never forgot the wonderful care Lourdes provided their family. Nor did they take that care for
granted. Chris and Kathie added Lourdes to their estate, leaving a generous amount to provide future care for
seniors and their families.
Thank you, Chris and Kathie, for touching the lives of so many residents and staff, and helping to ensure
Lourdes’ legacy for future generations.
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PHIL SCHMIDT
Phil Schmidt became a part of the Lourdes family in July of
2016. His wife, and the love of his life, Judy, was diagnosed
with Lewy Body Dementia and Parkinson’s Disease, an
inherited condition from her mother’s side.
Judy was a gentle soul who loved her career as a teacher
as well as helping others learn and grow. She worked in
education for 33 years, volunteered in a refugee resettlement
and as a youth leader for their church.
Phil and Judy had a wonderful life, celebrating over fiftyyears together. Their marriage was filled with companionship,
adventure, and a heart for service. The two of them were
often involved in humanitarian projects. But during the summer, they also enjoyed camping, hiking and canoeing.
They were an active couple even after retirement.

Phil Schmidt and his late wife, Judy, taking a walk through the
courtyard at Mendelson Assisted Living.

Judy’s diagnosis changed their lives drastically.
But not their love for each other or their desire to help others.
Phil visited Judy at Clausen Manor daily. They spent time together sharing meals, talking and even dancing!
They also found that old habits died hard. Judy often encouraged staff and helped other residents, always with a soft
voice and a kind smile. Phil found himself watching the care the staff gave. He helped with the music program and
other activities where he could.
Judy passed away in September of 2017.
Afterwards, Phil found himself feeling a little lost. Judy was his world. He wasn’t sure what to do with his time or
himself.
“When Judy died, I found myself at the door to Clausen the very next day. I guess my car knew the way and it was
what I had done every day for well over a year,” said Phil. “There I was with my hand on the door handle saying,
‘why am I here? What am I going to do?’”
Showing up that day turned out to be one of the greatest blessings of his life.
He continued to help with activities, but found he had more time for one-on-one interactions. He had time to get to
know each resident, decipher likes and dislikes, and be a friend.
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“All the residents at Clausen Manor have different needs,” said Phil. “But I’ve found that what most of the residents
really want, is just someone to talk to.”
Phil believes that encouragement and company are the best ways he can serve the residents.
“I am as old as many of the residents, but I am in good health. For me to be able to help them is also a blessing to
me,” said Phil.
And he enjoys it!
He loves making the resident’s day a little brighter, offering a smile or a handshake to each resident.
“They all have different personalities and preferences,” said Phil. “There’s a
gentleman who served in the military. For him I always give a salute and it
makes his day. His whole face lights up.”
While Clausen Manor offers great care, Phil recognizes the impact volunteers
can have on the everyday lives of the people who live there.
“There is a need,” said Phil. “The residents all face different challenges. Many
are living with confusion, fear, pain, anger and the frustration of wandering
memories. Some want to go home or are waiting for their father to pick them
up. Some can communicate well, and others cannot. Some walk but many
Phil Schmidt holds the microphone for
resident, Joseph (Don) Clemence, at the
are in wheelchairs. But just like anyone else, they need love and compassion.
2019 Clausen Manor Christmas Party.
The nursing staff is amazing, but they are so busy. They have a great
activities program, but a lot of the residents just need someone to spend some time with them, hear their stories and
listen to what they have to say. It makes such a difference in their lives.”
For those interested in volunteering, Phil hopes they will be brave enough to give it a chance. Ten years ago, he
would never have believed he’d be volunteering his time, helping older adults who need memory care. He didn’t
believe he had the skills or could make a difference. Now, he can’t imagine his life without the residents he has come
to consider family. For Phil personally, volunteering has changed his life for the better.
“I benefited far more than I could ever benefit the residents,” said Phil. “Helping them, spending time with them…
I found a purpose at Clausen, and I’m forever grateful.”
Thank you, Phil, for the time, care and compassion you show our residents. You make their days brighter and we are
so grateful for you.
SIDENOTE: Phil finds the song “Not Too Far From Here” by Michael Crawford sums up his feelings
about volunteering and inspires him to do the Lord’s work. We have included the lyrics to this song on
page 17.

THE SLABINSKI FAMILY
In 2008, Teri and her family made one of the hardest decisions
a child will ever have to make. Her father, Stan, needed memory
care, and while she had tried to provide the care he needed, she
reluctantly admitted her father needed more care than she could
give.
Stan’s family created a list of facilities they were interested in.
They had already visited a few of them when they came to
Clausen Manor.
“The instant we walked through the door at Clausen, I knew we
were making the right decision,” said Teri.
Stan and Virginia Slabinski with their daughter, Teri,
at the 2011 Clausen Manor Christmas Party.

The care and compassion of the staff were evident around
them. After the tour, Teri felt more at ease and soon Stan moved
in. He adjusted to his new home quickly and loved the staff.

“They brought out the best in him,” said Teri. “He smiled all the time.”
Stan enjoyed the activities at Clausen, especially the golf cart rides. Stan was an avid golfer and would cruise around
with the staff, one foot hanging off the side just like he was back on the golf course.
Stan also loved music. After a time, the staff downloaded music from the 1940s to a tablet and gave Stan a pair of
headphones.
“My dad had never used headphones in his life,” said Teri. “One day, I came in to visit and he was listening to his
headphones, munching on a bag of chips and snapping his fingers to the music. I knew then, he was home.”
Teri’s mother, Virginia, also came to live at Lourdes Senior Community in 2013. She was in good health, but her
home had become too much for her to take care of on her own.
Virginia moved to an apartment at the Fox Manor Independent Living facility.
“She had a ground floor apartment facing the lake, which was perfect,” said Teri.
Virginia loved to garden and was thrilled to find she could transform her private patio to a green garden.
“She grew everything,” said Teri. “Flowers. Tomatoes.”
She even helped a few of her neighbors create gardens of their own!
She also enjoyed sitting on her patio swing with a good book. Occasionally the staff would have to come remind
her to come in for dinner.
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“The staff made her feel so welcome,” said Teri. “She’d lived in her house for 50-years. The staff helped make her
new apartment a home.”
The staff became family to all of Teri’s family. She visited both of her parents often. During her father’s stay at
Clausen, Teri found herself getting to know the other residents. She helped with activities, painted nails and began
impromptu movie nights. Eventually she volunteered her time to serve on Lourdes’ Golf Committee for the Golf
for Lourdes Event.
The golf outing is an annual event that raises nearly $50,000 each year to support resident programs and services
such as music and art therapy.
She also made regular donations.
“Lourdes is a part of my family. But it’s bigger than that,” said Teri. “I want Lourdes to be able to be there for so
many more families, the way they were there for ours. Gratitude simply wasn’t enough.”
When Virginia joined Stan in passing, their children decided to give back to Clausen Manor, donating a generous
amount. The money went towards renovations and construction and today there is a plaque in Clausen Manor in
memory of Stan and Virginia.
“Giving back is so important to us,” said Teri. “But we’re giving to our future too. We will all face old age one day.
We will all need compassion and caring one day. Investing in seniors is investing in our future.”
And, she admits, there’s another benefit:
“We can learn so much from our seniors. They’re our most valuable resource. They have so much wisdom and
experience; insight we will miss one day.”
Teri hopes others will consider giving back, whether through donations, fundraising or volunteering.
“Giving just a little of yourself, however you can give, can make such a tremendous difference in someone’s life.
And, you get back far more than you could ever get. I promise you.”
Thank you, Slabinski’s, for allowing us to become a part of your family and for being a part of ours. We are forever
grateful for your kind hearts and support.
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Not Too Far From Here
Michael Crawford
©1998

Sombody’s down to their last dime
Somebody’s running out of time
Not too far from here
Somebody’s got nowhere else to go
Somebody needs a little hope
Not too far from here
And I may not know their name
But I’m praying just the same
That you’ll use me, Lord
To wipe away the tears
‘Cause somebody’s crying
Not too far from here
Somebody’s troubled and confused
Somebody’s got nothing left to lose
Not too far from here
Somebody’s forgotten how to trust
And somebody’s dying for love
Not too far from here
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It may be a stranger’s face
But I’m praying for your grace
To move in me
and take away the fear

‘Cause somebody’s hurting
Not too far from here
Help me Lord not to turn away from pain
Help me not to rest, while those around me weep
Give me Your strength and compassion
When sombody finds the road of life to steep
Somebody’s troubled and confused
Somebody’s got nothing left to lose
Not too far from here
Somebody’s forgotten how to trust
And somebody’s dying for love
Not too far from here
Now I’m letting down my guard
And I’m opening my heart
Help me speak Your love
To every needful ear
Someone is waiting
Not too far from here
Someone is waiting
Not too far from here

NEED A PLACE TO
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS?
OR...
PERHAPS, YOU’D LIKE TO
• HONOR A LOVED ONE WITH A TRIBUTE
• WISH A FRIEND A HAPPY BIRTHDAY
• THANK SOMEONE FOR THEIR TIME
LOURDES NEWSLETTER
“THE CONTINUUM”
IS HERE FOR YOU!
CONTACT COLLEEN BURKE IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE AT 248-886-5674
FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
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TO CONTINUE OFFERING THE BEST SERVICE TO OUR RESIDENTS WE WOULD LIKE TO
PURCHASE THESE ITEMS. IF YOU CAN HELP PLEASE CALL COLLEEN AT 248-886-5674.

Joseph T. Mendelson Assisted Living Home - Pergola - $10,000 Needed - After 20 years, Mendelson Home is looking to
replace their current gazebo.
Clausen Manor - Cement Slab - $10,000 Needed - The Clausen Manor courtyard needs a slab of concrete poured for a
new gazebo.
Fox Manor - Ice Machine - $5,000 Needed - Fox Manor needs a new ice machine for refreshment and recreation
purposes.
Lourdes Rehab and Healthcare Center - Freezer Chest - $1,500 Needed - For food storage.

LOURDES’ PATHWAY BRICKS

Did you know that you can purchase a brick paver in memory of a loved
one?
When you visit Lourdes Senior Community, one of the first things
you notice are the beautiful woods and pathways. Along many of those
paths are bricks celebrating and honoring the lives of residents and family
members. These paths are located near each of the four homes.
Each paver offers you the opportunity to remember a special occasion
such as a birthday or anniversary, or to provide a lasting gift for someone
you love. We invite you to be a part of the Legacy of Lourdes through the
inscription you will choose on a brick paver.
Each brick measures 4” x 4” and can be engraved with up to four lines.
When your brick is placed, you will be contacted via email to inform you of
its approximate location. Pavers are available for $250 and can be placed at
any of the homes at Lourdes Senior Community.
All proceeds will be used to support the mission of Lourdes Senior
Community. If you wish to order a brick paver, please contact Colleen in
the Development Office at 248-886-5674.

