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Greetings Friends,Greetings Friends,

The New Year has come and gone, our beautiful Scott The New Year has come and gone, our beautiful Scott 
Lake is covered in a blanket of  snow. Spring is in our Lake is covered in a blanket of  snow. Spring is in our 
sights. We give thanks for all the blessings received this sights. We give thanks for all the blessings received this 
winter and look forward to the awakening life brought winter and look forward to the awakening life brought 
on in spring.on in spring.

The construction at Lourdes Rehabilitation and The construction at Lourdes Rehabilitation and 
Healthcare Center is nearly complete! We eagerly Healthcare Center is nearly complete! We eagerly 
anticipate opening the Healthcare Center to our anticipate opening the Healthcare Center to our 
residents and getting them settled into their new home. residents and getting them settled into their new home. 

A blessing will be held on May 1, 2022. For more information on this event, please A blessing will be held on May 1, 2022. For more information on this event, please 
turn to page three.turn to page three.

Older adults are a treasure to our community and our lives. We are blessed by their Older adults are a treasure to our community and our lives. We are blessed by their 
wisdom, history, and legacy. Pope Francis once said, “the elderly are a wealth not wisdom, history, and legacy. Pope Francis once said, “the elderly are a wealth not 
to be ignored.” Perhaps the most treasured of  all are those who have personally to be ignored.” Perhaps the most treasured of  all are those who have personally 
touched our hearts: parents, mentors, and especially, grandparents. Few words touched our hearts: parents, mentors, and especially, grandparents. Few words 
can describe the special bond between a grandparent and their grandchildren. can describe the special bond between a grandparent and their grandchildren. 
Grandparents hold a unique position in our lives, teaching us family recipes, Grandparents hold a unique position in our lives, teaching us family recipes, 
customs, hobbies and interests, patience, and most importantly, love.customs, hobbies and interests, patience, and most importantly, love.

This summer, Lourdes will break ground on a unique healing garden, dedicated This summer, Lourdes will break ground on a unique healing garden, dedicated 
to grandparents. The garden will be a place of  prayer, reflection, nourishment, to grandparents. The garden will be a place of  prayer, reflection, nourishment, 
education, and friendship for our residents and our families. We invite you to education, and friendship for our residents and our families. We invite you to 
become a part of  this wonderful project to honor the grandparents in our lives. It become a part of  this wonderful project to honor the grandparents in our lives. It 
will be a continuation of  the Lourdes’ legacy of  healing and rest for our residents will be a continuation of  the Lourdes’ legacy of  healing and rest for our residents 
and their loved ones.and their loved ones.

Lourdes is a holy place, sustained by your prayers and support. Your commitment Lourdes is a holy place, sustained by your prayers and support. Your commitment 
to our mission makes it possible for Lourdes to remain A Great Place to Call Home. to our mission makes it possible for Lourdes to remain A Great Place to Call Home. 
May God continue to gift you with many graces.May God continue to gift you with many graces.

Blessings always,Blessings always,

Sister Maureen ComerSister Maureen Comer
Chief  Executive OfficerChief  Executive Officer

3

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

33
THANK YOU, DONORS!7

2022 EVENTS10
11

99
MENDELSON THEME SONG



WHY WE LOVE OUR GRANDMAWHY WE LOVE OUR GRANDMA

~LET US TELL YOU ABOUT OUR GRANDMA
Diane (Dowd)~

 
Our Grandma is a special gift

Received from God above
She shares her patience, with a whole bunch of  questions

Then gives a tremendous abundance of  love
 

She’s always the one cheering in the stands
With a blue cooler of  water, Gatorade and snacks
Then two weeks go by, and we can always be sure
An envelope is delivered, with photos from her

 
Grandma loves to chew gum, and share her collection

But it’s the special times, and all the reflection 
As we look back through all of  our years

You were there for us, removing all of  the fears
 

And when we say our prayers at night
We always ask God to bless you and hold you tight

 
With Love, Ryan & Ava

WHY OUR GRANDMA IS SPECIAL

“Something special about ‘Sweetie’ 
is that she has her own personality 

and thoughts about things. 

The resaon why I love her is she’s the
best grandma ever. And because she 

makes the best cookies.”

Love, Nick (Age 9)

“I love when she plays with me. I love 
her because she’s sweet and kind. Because 

‘Sweetie’ = sweet!

Love, Livi (Age 6)

Diane Dowd, Fox Manor Resident, with her grandchildren.

Kathi Kowalski, Fox Manor Resident, 
with her grandchildren, Nick and Livi



WHAT’S NEW...
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A NEW SEASON OF GROWTH

 As the snow melts and spring 
approaches, we find ourselves looking 
forward to a new season of  growth. In 
more ways than one!
 For the last few years, Lourdes 
has been blessed with the ability to 
undertake many projects and upgrades 
throughout our community. 
 Those projects include:
 
 - Landscaping at Clausen Manor 
  and courtyard upgrades
 - A facelift at Mendelson 
  Assisted 
  Living Home
 -     Refurbished  
  apartments at 
  Fox Manor
 
 And of  course, 
the complete 
renovation and 
rebuild of  Lourdes 
Rehabilitation and 
Healthcare Center.
 Each of  these 
projects have allowed 
us to remain a leader 
in senior living and 
create a great place 
to call home for our 
residents and their families. 

   We are so proud of  all the 
hard work that made this possible, 
and are forever grateful for the 
support of  our residents, family, 
and friends. 
  But as construction comes 
to a close, we are turning our eyes 
to the future and a new season of  
expansion and growth (literally).
       This summer, Lourdes will 
begin work on a new healing 
garden, dedicated to grandparents 
everywhere and the blessing they 

are to our lives. 
 Gardens are a special place for our 
residents. They offer opportunities for 
prayer, reflection, walking, planting and 
visiting with loved ones. And, around 
here, you might just get lucky enough 
to see a gentle deer or friendly fox.
 In addition to being a great place 
for recreation, gardens also provide 
many health and wellness benefits. 
Spending time in nature promotes 
calmness and relaxation. 
 

 Time spent among plants 
and flowers can reduce feelings 
of  isolation and loneliness. It also 
can raise dopamine and endorphin 
levels, allowing for a greater sense of  
happiness and wellbeing.
 For those who garden, tending 
to plants and flowers helps to reduce 
stress and anxiety, lowering blood 
pressure. Gardening also improves 
mobility and accelerates recovery after 
an injury or illness. 
 The new healing garden will be 
named The Garden of  Saints Anne and 
Joachim after the grandparents of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Grandparents hold a special place 
in each of  our hearts. They are our first 
friends and play an important role in 
our lives and journey to adulthood. Our 
grandparents guide us and support our 
dreams. They share their wisdom each 
time they take us fishing or give us their 
secret recipe for their favorite cookies, 
cakes, or pies.
 More importantly, grandparents 

teach us unconditional love. 
And let’s be honest, they 
also spoil us a little. Or, in 
some cases a lot! Those of  
us with more than one set of  
grandparents were/are blessed 
with childhood memories 
filled with warmth, love, and 
affection.
 It is impossible to pay back 
all the kindness and devotion 
our grandparents share with 
us. But we can show our 
appreciation.
  

Lourdes Senior Community Schematic Design 
Created by Grissim, Metz, Andriese Associates



 The new garden will have 
opportunities to honor or memorialize 
our grandparents with special 
commemorative plaques, ornaments 
and tiles.
  “This is a unique opportunity,” 
said Colleen Burke, Director of  
Development at Lourdes Senior 
Community. “The tiles on the fountain 
can be designed with artwork drawn by 
grandchildren of  all ages. The idea is 
to create an image that pays tribute to a 
special memory or moment, honoring 
our grandparents. Some designs will 
include favorite flowers and animals. 
Others will represent a favorite holiday 
or activity spent together such as 
making cookies.”
 Each tile will be 6 inches x 6 
inches and printed in full color.
 The plants in the garden will also 
pay tribute to our grandparents.
 “There will be a prayer tree,” 
stated Colleen. “Family will be able to 
tie their prayer request to the tree with 
a ribbon representing the request.”
 

 

 The ribbons will be kept at the 
reception desk of  each building, 
providing easy accessibility for family 
and friends of  our residents. 
 While the garden will 
be positioned near Lourdes 
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center, 
it will not be gated and will be open 
to all members of  Lourdes Senior 
Community for prayer and visitation.
 “We are truly excited about this 
project and the beauty the garden will 
bring to Lourdes,” said Colleen.
 For more information on how 
you can support this project or 
purchase a fountain tile, contact 
Colleen Burke in the Development 
Department at 248-886-5674 
or cburke@lourdes-sc.org. All 
proceeds will directly support garden 
landscaping, upkeep and activities.

Lourdes Senior Community Schematic Design Created by Grissim, Metz, Andriese Associates

PRAYER FOR 
THE WINTER

God of  grace,

In the story of  creation, 
you made the earth a 
garden and entrusted it 
to us to till and to keep, a 
place of  peace and beauty 
where we could walk with 
you.

In the story of  redemption, 
the one who died for us 
was buried in a garden, and 
there you raised him up to 
greet us with new hope and 
risen life.

In the story of  the Church, 
you tend us as a garden, a 
place of  careful pruning 
and abundant harvest, 
where we can work with 
you.

Meet us, we pray, in all 
gardens where we go for 
nourishment, refreshment 
and prayer, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen.



THE GARDEN OF 
SAINTS ANNE AND JOACHIM



THE GARDEN OF 
SAINTS ANNE AND JOACHIM



THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
THAT GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED THE HOLY WORK OF LOURDES SENIOR 
COMMUNITY BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 2021 AND DECEMBER 2021.

Honorarium and Memorials
In Memory of Ray Bean
David Szulczewski

In Memory of Edna Bex
Fern Walch
Bernice Soave
Elizabeth Kish

In Memory of John D Boncella
Fern Walch

In Memory of 
 Norman and Wanda Borkowski
Kathryn Borkowski

In Memory of Frank Ciloski
Jerry and Mary Jane Pinney

In Memory of 
 Richard and Martha Condit
Michael  Condit
Brian and Janae Condit

In Memory of Catherine Criqui
Edward Crowder

In Memory of Rhonda Davis
Valerio and Karen Imarisio

In Memory of Lucy DeRiso
Michael DeRiso

In Memory of 
 Stanley and Virginia Slabinski
Michael and Terry Donaldson

In Memory of Mario Fantin
Jo Heitmeyer

In Memory of Ernie Fantin
Jo Heitmeyer

In Memory of William Fitzgerald
Bernice Soave
Fern Walch
Elizabeth Kish
Jo Heitmeyer

In Memory of Grace Gammage
Andrew Pitonyak

In Memory of 
 Doug and Mary Henry
Patricia Henry

In Memory of Rochelle Huly
Mr. Alan Huly

In Memory of Harry Kems
Judith Cunningham

In Memory of 
 Mahlon and Leone Kiscadden
Joseph and Barb Mendelson

In Memory of Stanley Kowalski
Dottie Kowalski

In Memory of Irene MacKinnon
Julie Magulak

In Memory of Maria Mauro
Carl Mauro
Roseanne Jewell
Michael and Elvira Feliksa

In Honor of Patrick “Duke” Norton
Susan Norton
Patrick and Cindy
Mary Ann Dewitt
Margie and Gerry Marty
Mike and Judy Norton
Tom and Mary Beth Norton
John and Kristy Norton
Brian and Katie Settle

In Memory of Elsie Overy
Daniel and Rena Sutter
Mary Slocum
Greg and Julie Palmer
John Hayden

In Memory of Mildred Reek
Bernice Soave

In Memory of Jean Wright
Marguerite Kolb

Individuals and Organization
Donna Angeli
James Austin
Richard Bartus
Rick and Debi Batchelder
David Bean
Gary and Sheryle Benning
Lillian Berak
Dana Bickerstaff
Carolyn Birtsas
Steve and Joann Boggs
Joseph Brady
Paul and Jane Broughton
James Brown
Reverend Jerome Brzezinski
Daniel Cahill
Kathleen Charboneau
Mary Clement
Columbiere Center
Charles and Michaeleen Comeau
Brian and Janae Condit
Philip Conway
Joseph Danyko
Michael and Marilyn DeLap
Lawrence and Sharon Delmotte
William Desmond
Diane Dowd
Michael and Elvira Feliksa

Therese Flanigan
Sister Carol Fleming
Daron and Linda Gifford
Matthew and Danielle Golling
Tim and Susan Grajewski
Herman Greif
Mary Jo Halcik
Robert Hein
Myrtle E and William G Hess 
 Charitable Trust
David Hickey
William Holmes
Msgr Michael Hrydziusko
Daniel Hulgrave
James Immell
Randy Jarmaga
Phillip Jones
Judy Judge
Henrietta Juras
Joanne Keimig
William Keller
Paul and Carol Klenner
Kathrynne Kowalski
Paul and Jody Kramer
Joseph and Rosemarie Kubani
MaryAnn Lamparski
Cynthia Lampinen
Mary Lee
Victoria Legel
John and Debbie Ligas
Joseph and Barbara Makowski
Fritha Matus
Anonymous
Joseph and Shirley McGee
Ronald and Judy McGuire
Nancy McMahon
Gerald and Jean Miller
William and Carol Mountain
Phillip and Sandra Nadeau
John and Marcia Noone

Theresia Nowak
Stanley Pasieka
James Peil
Carolyn  Price
Reverend Edward Prus
Pulte Family Charitable Foundation
John and Nancy Radenbaugh
Linda Record
Daniel and Barbara Reed
Michele Ricksgers
Clark and Cathy Risley 
Dennis and Sandra Ritter 
Frances Rososky
Alan and Donna Rudolph
Patricia Ruelle
Kathleen Schlatz
Phillip Schmidt
Frank and Tina Schultz
Michael and Kathleen Schwartz
Serra Family Foundation
Katie Settle
Russell and Mary Louise Stabile
Robert and Nancy Steele
David Steffes
Kay Steinmetz
Linda and Michael Stier
Shirley and Gary Stier
Thomas and Arlene Stone
Thomas and Dorothy Stuart
Carole Tadavich
Kathleen Teets
Reverend Richard W. Thomas Trust
Jane Tierney 
Reverend Stanley Ulman
Don Von Burskirk
Mark and Tricia Van Faussien
Michael Walch
Mary-Ellen Yokie
Robert and Carolyn Zgnilec
William Zurbriggen

Thank You



TO CONTINUE OFFERING THE BEST SERVICE TO OUR 
RESIDENTS WE WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASE THESE 
ITEMS.  IF YOU CAN HELP PLEASE CALL COLLEEN AT 
248-886-5674.

Joseph T. Mendelson Assisted Living Home - iPad - $600 Needed - Residents use 
iPads for communication with family members on Zoom and FaceTime, as well as 
engagement with books and music.

Other needs include: Gift card to Kroger, Wojos Greenhouse, Oakland County 
Farmers Market for spring flowers and table center pieces.

Clausen Manor -  Otoscope- $500 Needed - Nurses at Clausen Manor use the 
otoscope to examine the residents ears and nose. Clausen Manor also needs a new 
iPad - $600 needed - for resident communitcation with family.

 Fox Manor -  Smart TV - $1,200 Needed - Fox Manor needs a new TV for resident 
engagement in activities.

Other needs include: Gift card to Kroger, Wojos Greenhouse, Oakland County 
Farmers Market for spring flowers and table center pieces.

Lourdes Rehab and Healthcare Center - 3 Alternating Pressure Matresses With 
Bolsters- $4,500 Needed - For resident comfort and the prevention of pressure 
wounds.

Wish List
In-Kind Gifts
Lynn Delap
Bill Holmes
Karen Slack
Mary Ellen Yokie

A garden is a grand teacher. It teaches patience and careful watchfulness; it 
teaches industry and thrift; above all it teaches entire trust. 
— Gertrude Jekyll (2011) ‘Wood and Garden: Notes and Thoughts, Practical and Critical, 
of a Working Amateur’ Cambridge University Press

Volunteer With Us
WE WANT YOU TO USE YOUR HEART AND TALENTS TO BRING MORE JOY TO OUR COMMUNITY!

Lourdes Senior community serves our residents with the inspiration of  the 
gospel of  Jesus, and the rewards are endless.

We would love for you to join our volunteer team to add life enrichment, 
love and compassion to our residents and community.

If  you’re interested in volunteering, please visit our website at 
www.LourdesSeniorCommunity.com/volunteer to fill out an 
application. 

Or visit a receptionist at any of  our resident facilities. Applications can be 
picked up and dropped off  at any front desk.

For more information, please contact Regina Mayes in the marketing 
department at 248-886-5670.

“Gardening is 
about enjoying 
the smell of 
things growing in 
the soil, getting 
dirty without 
feeling guilty, and 
generally taking 
the time to soak 
up a little peace 
and serenity.”

- Lindley Karstems



CONSTRUCTION AND BLESSING

  It’s official! 
 Construction at Lourdes 
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center is 
wrapping up!
 In the autumn of  2014, Lourdes 
broke ground on a two-phase project 
that would take nearly eight years to 
complete.
 The first phase focused on a new 
rehabilitation wing to enhance and 
expand current services. The primary 
goal was to improve resident units, 
the therapy center, common areas, 
and exterior welcome. The project 
included fifty private rooms and baths, 
a state-of-the-art therapy gym, a new 
courtyard, and visiting areas.
 In December of  2015, Lourdes 
welcomed the first rehab residents 
to the new wing, but their work was 
far from over. To remain a leader 
in senior services, Lourdes needed 
to renovate their Healthcare Center 
where residents needing long-term care 
reside. Lourdes continued with the 
second phase of  the project.
 Fusco, Shaffer and Pappas, Inc., 
were the architects for this replacement 
project, having partnered with Lourdes 
Community on other projects such as 
the Our Lady of  Lourdes Chapel in 
1986. 

 Likewise, Frank Rewold and Sons, 
Inc., the contractors for the rehab 
expansion, agreed to undertake the 
construction of  the Healthcare Center.
  This process took place one unit 
at a time, with each phase expecting to 
last approximately ten months for each 
unit. But with COVID-19 delays and 
supply shortages, weeks were added to 
the timeline.
 Now the wait has almost over. 
The new 29,000 square foot 
Healthcare Center is nearing 
completion. It features forty-five 
private rooms and baths. In addition, 
each unit is equipped with a gathering 
area for residents and visitors, a 
warming kitchen, a fireplace, a luxury 
dining room, and beautiful views of  
Scott Lake. 
 Other features include a sunroom, 
activities space, and an additional 
courtyard.
 “Our mission calls us to honor the 
uniqueness of  each person entrusted 
to our care,” said Sister Maureen 
Comer, Chief  Executive Officer at 
Lourdes Senior Community. “With 
the ever-changing needs facing older 
adults, we are committed to providing 
services that exemplify our core values 
of  service, spirituality, compassion, and 
dignity.

 I am proud of  each person 
involved with this project and I am also 
grateful to family and staff  for their 
understanding during the construction 
process. We are blessed to be part of  
an amazing senior-care family with 
an amazing legacy. The new space at 
Lourdes Rehabilitation and Healthcare 
Center.will help us ensure that legacy 
for future generations.”
 The blessing for the new 
Healthcare Center is planned for 
May 1, 2022. The Most Reverend 
Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron will 
preside over the ceremony. An open 
house is scheduled for later the same 
day (pending any new COVID-19 
developments).



2022 GOLF FOR LOURDESCONSTRUCTION AND BLESSING
With the anticipation of  spring’s arrival we are busy planning for our 
21st Annual Golf  for Lourdes Event. The proceeds raised from our golf  
outing each year impact the daily lives of  our residents, helping make 
Lourdes a great place to call home. Your participation provides a safe and 
comfortable atmosphere for our residents, along with educational programs, 
entertainment and quality care equipment.

We hope you will join us Thursday, June 23, 2022, at the Majestic at Lake 
Walden for the Golf  for Lourdes Event. In addition to golf, join the many 
great opportunities for games, raffles and prizes. Also included with your 
registration is a continental breakfast, lunch on the course, a delicious dinner 
and themed dessert.

More than $60,000 was raised last year, achieving a huge milestone of  
A MILLION DOLLARS raised throughout the 20 years of  the event! The funds raised over the years have helped us continue 
our legacy as a leader in quality senior care. We hope to meet that goal again this year.  
 
This year Lourdes will add a healing garden dedicated to grandparents. The garden will be a place for prayer and reflection, but 
include walking paths, raised gardens and visiting areas. All funds raised at the Golf  for Lourdes event will support landscaping 
and garden activities.

To register for this event or for more information about sponsorship or donation opportunities, please contact 
Elisha Christopher in the Development Office at 248-886-5673 or echristopher@lourdes-sc.org



MENDELSON THEME SONG
(SUNG TO THE MELODY OF THE NOTRE DAME UNIVERSITY SONG)

BY MARGARET HOWARD
A MENDELSON RESIDENT

WE ARE THE FOLKS AT MENDELSON
WHERE GRACIOUS LIVING IS NUMBER ONE

OUR STAFF AND AIDES ARE WONDERS TO BEHOLD
WE GIVE THEM THANKS FOR FAVORS UNTOLD

OUR KITCHEN STAFF PREPARES NUTRUTIOUS FOOD
TO GET US RESIDENTS “IN THE MOOD”

OUR CHAPEL HAS MANY VOLUNTEERS
AND PRAYER HELPS WASH AWAY OUR FEARS

AT MENDELSON WE HAVE MUCH FUN
LETS GIVE A CHEER FOR ALL AND ONE

AND HOPE FOR MANY MORE YEARS TO COME
WHERE MENDELSON CARE IS RATED NUMBER ONE


