Fall 2016

Vol. 10 - Issue 3

www.lourdesseniorcommunity.org

A Great
Place to
Call Home...

Lourdes Senior Community is sponsored by the Dominican Sisters of Peace

Dear Friends,

PRAYER FOR THE QUARTER

In this edition of the Lourdes Continuum we
celebrate the “Men of Lourdes.”
Historically, senior care has focused on women.
Often women live longer than men. Today,
this trend is changing as the life expectancy gap
between men and women is closing. Men are
“catching up” and are living longer and healthier
lives. As they do, more men are finding senior
communities a good fit for their life style.
We have witnessed this trend change at Lourdes. We have many gentlemen whose
history, gifts and hearts enrich our community.
We are also blessed to have a number of hardworking men serving in various areas
of Lourdes Senior Community, some whom have worked at Lourdes for many
years. I hope you enjoy their stories on page 7.
As always, we give thanks for your prayers and support. Your commitment to
our mission makes it possible for Lourdes to be the best senior living experience
anywhere. May God continue to gift you with many graces.
Blessings,

Breathe in me,
O Holy Spirit,
that my thoughts
may all be holy.
Act in me,
O Holy Spirit,
that my work, too, may be holy.
Draw my heart,
O Holy Spirit,
that I love only what is holy.
Strengthen me,
O Holy Spirit,
to defend all that is holy.
Guard me so,
O Holy Spirit,
that I may always be holy.
Amen.

Sister Maureen Comer, OP
Chief Executive Officer
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Residents and staff at Lourdes
always keep others in their
prayers. If you would like
to request prayers for special
intentions, please e-mail Elisha
Christopher at echristopher@
lourdes-sc.org. The requests
will be placed in our book of
intentions and remembered at
all Masses.

Lourdes Senior Community Senior Leadership Group
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Admiration for lourdes
“Your thoughtfulness and generosity are very much appreciated.
Most of all, your attentiveness and willingness to assist in
times of need are shining examples of dedication above and
beyond the call of duty and fullfillment in this year of mercy...”

“Our family was so blessed to have such loving people at
Lourdes care for our dad. He absolutely loved it there!! He
spoke highy of everyone. Thank you!”

“I can’t express my appreciation for the kindness shown
to me over the past several weeks. My ‘thank you’ seems
inadequate.”

“I am thankful that the Lord brought me here, surrounded with
dear caring people. Please know you are always in my prayers.”
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What’s new...
Meet our men

Lourdes Senior Community is
home to sixty-seven men, all of whom
have great hearts and have lived full
lives, many taking part in historical
events such as WWII. We’d like you to
meet a few of them: Roger Rice, Ed
Czapor, Pat Copland and Larry Gipe.

Roger Rice, Fox Manor Resident

Roger Rice was born June 7, 1925 in
Detroit, Michigan, the only son with
five sisters. Roger’s parents were very
devout Catholics from Lebanon, of
the Maronite Rite, one of the first of
the Eastern Catholic Rites.
Roger had a life grounded in deep
faith and ministry. He attended and
graduated from St. Leo’s School and
still recalls the names of many Priests
and Sisters who taught him. He even
keeps in touch with his 5th grade
teacher, Sister Annina Morgan who is
now 100 years old.
After graduation, he enlisted
in the Navy V5 Aviation Program.
Roger’s first assignment was four
semesters at Western Michigan
University in preparation for
Midshipman school at Columbia
University upon completion of which
he was assigned to active duty.
Roger’s parents had six grocery
stores in Detroit and after discharge
from the Navy, he managed them with
his family. He furthered his career
as a Health Inspector for the city of
Detroit.
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Having acquired an engineering
background in school, Roger also
worked for a machine tool company
for thirteen years. Eventually he
formed his own company, Michigan
Hone and Drill in Royal Oak,
Michigan.
He was a partner with his brotherin-law, Don Mason, of Abrasives
and Machining. Their manufacturing
products were the sale of machines,
and grinding and polishing sheet steel
for the nuclear fuel power facilities for
naval nuclear submarines.
Roger was married to the love of
his life, Betty Mason Mansour on June
15, 1952. They were blessed with five
sons and one daughter, the opposite
of Roger’s parents who had five
daughters and Roger.
Roger and Betty shared many
interests, including a love of ministry
and music, a talent also acquired by
their children.
Roger and Betty were parishioners
in the parishes of St. Benedict, St.
Anselms and St. Owen. During
forty years of their fifty-four years
of marriage, they were involved in
religious education and Eucharistic
Ministry. They also served as ushers
and lectors, and participated in choir.
Roger also attended Sacred Heart
Major Seminary and became a Pastoral
Minister.
They served as volunteers at
Beaumont Hospital in pastoral
ministry for seventeen years.
Roger also served twenty years
in patient satisfaction and patient
communications there.
Betty was involved with six other
charitable organizations, including Red
Cross.
The family moved to Bloomfield
Hills, Michigan in 1978 where they

found great enjoyment in building
their own home.
They were members of St. Owens
Parish until 2007 when Betty entered
eternal life.
Roger has enjoyed being active
throughout his life and still does. He
always has a project in hand. Anything
where he can “serve, communicate,
organize, supervise, entertain, pray,
laugh, dance, sing, or joke” he wants
to be a part of. This was the way their
family lived their lives.
Roger became a resident of
Lourdes Senior Community five years
ago.
“Lourdes and Fox Manor remind
me of my family life. I love it. I love
the way it is managed. I love the staff:
Robin, Dani, Tammy, Dana and all of
the employees. I don’t feel like they
work here. They must love it here too
because they act more like volunteers,
dedicated to serving residents with all
their hearts. Lourdes is a special gift to
the lives of Seniors. Lourdes is living,
life and love.”
For Roger’s full story, make
sure to check out Lourdes latest
Resident Spotlight featured at www.
lourdesseniorcommunity.com

Edward Czapor, Mendelson Resident

Born on October 19, 1926 to Frank
and Mary Czapor, Ed was raised in
Trafford, Pennsylvania. Both of his
parents were Polish.

Meet our Men Continued...
“I’m a genuine Pollock,” said Ed.
He attended a parish not far from
home, receiving a Catholic, as well as
standard education. It was there that
Ed developed a philosophy that would
serve him well over the rest of his life:
life is about people.
“Relationships,” said Ed. “That’s
what makes me go. That’s what
makes me, me. That’s what makes
me successful. It’s caring for people,
putting people first, and making life
better for the people around you,
whether they’re friends or family, or
the strangers you meet each day. You
have to see people as people. There
is no value in labels and titles. There’s
value in people and that is what will
make you successful.”
At the age of twelve, Ed wanted
to become a priest. He had the heart
for it. But it was not meant to be.
When Ed was 17-years-old, just
a senior in High School, the whole
world changed with the bombing of
Pearl Harbor in 1941.
“It changed all of our lives. I
knew I’d have to go into the service,”
said Ed.
He and three of his friends drove
to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where
they volunteered for service. Ten days
later, Ed received his letter, accepting
him into the United States Air Force.
Ed was given a position in the Army
Specialized Training Program.
“We were all supposed to be
engineers,” explained Ed.
He spent two semesters at the
University of Pittsburgh and another
semester at Penn State where he
transferred in December of 1944.
But, eventually he had to train to be a
soldier.
He was sent to Sheppard Air
Force Base in Texas to complete his
training. Near the conclusion of his
training, the war ended and Ed

became a part of the United States Air
Force Reserves.
He moved back to Trafford,
Pennsylvania and graduated with
a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Electrical Engineering (BSEE).
Because he was in the reserves,
Ed was free to take a job. He was
hired by General Motors. He moved
to Dayton, Ohio and worked in the
Delco Products Division.
“I had a lot of bosses: Uncle Sam
and Generous Motors,” Ed joked.
On January 5, 1952, he was
recalled by the Air Force to train other
soldiers in exercises such as flying a
plane while shooting at a target. He
advanced to the position of First
Lieutenant and remained at the Air
Force Base for a year, returning to
Delco Products in April of 1953.
Ed continued to experience many
blessings, including many promotions.
In 1966 he became the Chief Engineer
of the Delco Products Division.
“If that wasn’t a miracle for me, I
don’t know what was,” said Ed.
But the miracles didn’t stop there.
Ed continued to advance through the
company, working many jobs in many
locations. In 1980, he was transferred
to the Detroit Headquarters and made
Vice President of Electric Products,
overseeing all eleven divisions of
General Motors. And in 1986, he was
made Vice President of the General
Motors Corporation Quality.
While that may seem like quite
an accomplishment, Ed remains
steadfast in his belief that this was
all God’s plan and knows that his
greatest accomplishments were the
relationships he formed with people
along the way; relationships with his
family, friends, instructors, peers, and
co-workers.
On Christmas Eve 2014, Ed
moved to Mendelson Home Assisted

Living, and still keeps the same
philosophy he’s carried all of his life.
Life is about people.
“I’ve spent every day here,
hugging people, shaking hands,
making people feel better. I feel like
I’m part of the team. I couldn’t be at
a better place than this assisted living
building.”
Ed still very much has the heart
of a priest and lives his philosophy
every day. He has also found a few
new skills since arriving at Mendelson.
He joined the Senior Theater program
and has participated in productions of
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, as well
as the Wizard of Oz.
Ed plans to keep sharing his gifts
with others and meeting new people.
“I want to be a contributor. I want
to keep spreading goodness. What
better way can one spend their life?”

Pat Copland (left), Clausen Resident

Born in January of 1935 in Detroit,
Michigan, Joseph (Pat) Paterson
Copland was the youngest boy of five
children. Only his sister Anna was
younger than him, and only he and
Anna remain of their siblings today.
His father, Arthur, was a
commercial artist and also a Colonel
in the Civil Air Patrol. Pat was named
after Paterson, a friend of Arthur’s in
WWI.
Pat attended Catholic Central
High School in Detroit. After
graduation, he spent a semester at the
University of Detroit before entering
the Air Force Pilot Training
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Meet our Men Continued
Program. He flew a great many
planes throughout his life time: the
B-25, cargo planes, and finally KC135’s in the Vietnam War.
Pat met his wife, Carol Morgan,
at a Knights of Columbus dance. He
instantly fell for her and would often
call, asking her out, but she was
already dating someone at the time.
However, that didn’t deter him.
He wrote her letters all through his
time training with the Air Force, and
Carol responded with, “I love you like
a brother.”
Undetered, Pat kept trying to
earn her attention and eventually he
did, arriving on her doorstep dressed
in uniform and driving a brand new,
blue Ford convertible.
They married September 29,
1956.
“He likes to say he took her
to France on their honeymoon,”
recalled Pat’s oldest son, Richard
Copland.
Pat was stationed in Dreux,
France and that is where the couple
made their first home. That is also
where Richard was born, the first of
seven children.
Throughout his career with
the Air Force, Pat lived and served
in many places. He completed
two tours of Vietnam, and was
a Lieutenant Colonel in the Air
National Guard.
In 1968, he took a job flying for
Ford Motor Company. He flew the
executive air craft for Ford until he
retired in 1995 as Chief Pilot.
Besides flying, Pat had many
other interests. He was a Cub Master
for Cub Scouts and also participated
in Boy Scouts while their children
were growing up. Both he and
Carol were very involved in working
with youth. They took part in Life
Search, a young adult Catholic retreat
program, and after Carol received
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her degree in Pastoral Ministry and
music education, Pat would help her
with her church youth ministry.
When Pat retired, they moved
back to Oscoda, Michigan where
they lived for the next twenty years.
They were both very involved in their
parish where they started a youth
group called Northern Neighbors.
The program paired young adults with
retirement communities.
“Everyone knows my mom and
dad because they weren’t sitting in the
house kind of people,” said Richard.
“They were always doing something.”
Pat was also involved in the
Republican Party, and the Knights of
Columbus, taking the role of Grand
Knight and District Deputy. But
perhaps Pat’s greatest love of all was
golf. He began caddying at age twelve
and played his entire life, teaching his
children and grandchildren.
Pat now lives at Clausen Manor
where he enjoys participating in the
sing-a-long activities and taking walks.

Larry Gipe, Lourdes Rehabilitation and Healthcare
resident

Larry Gipe was born June 11, 1935 in
Council Bluffs, Iowa. His father
was a farmer, which meant he and his
brother and sister often had household
chores to do. Larry would drive the
tractor for his father and shuck corn.
He attended Strahan Consolidated
High School. After he graduated, he
obtained a Bachelor’s Degree
in General Business from Iowa

University. It was there that Larry met
his first wife, Marybeth. They dated
for a year and were married in August
of 1958.
Larry was commissioned by
the Reserve Officer Training Corps
(ROTC) and enlisted in the Air
Force. Both he and Marybeth moved
to Houston, Texas where Larry
completed the Air Force training
program. He also acquired a Juris
Doctorate and served the Air Force as
a Judge Advocate.
Throughout his life, Larry
worked in many different jobs in
many different locations. He lived in
Omaha, Nebraska where he took a
position with Northern Natural Gas.
He also lived in Ottumwa, Illinois
and St. Louis, Missouri where he
worked as a trust officer at Granite
City National Bank. Other places
he has lived include Marshall and
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
In 1973, Larry married his second
wife, Jo. They lived together until she
passed away in 2000, at which point
Larry moved to Clarkston, Michigan
to be near his son, Charlie.
Larry has four children, a son
and three daughters with his wife,
Marybeth. He also has eleven
grandchildren.
In 2013, he moved to Lourdes
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center.
“I like it here,” said Larry. “I like
the activities.”
His favorite activities include the
sing-along groups and bingo. “There’s
always something to do,” said Larry.

Continuing to serve
We are blessed to have four priests
who have chosen to live and serve at
Lourdes Senior Community: Father
Schmidburger, Msgr. Humitz, Father
McNeely, and Father Broderick.
Throughout the week they
celebrate Mass, anoint the sick, hear
confessions, and perform other
services. Some also participate in
special services such as baptisms and
marriage services.
In addition, Lourdes also
welcomes two visiting priests, Msgr.
Dylag and Father Harry Sandford,
who celebate weekly masses at Fox
Manor and Mendelson Home, as well
as two seminarians who have chosen
Lourdes for their field assingments.
Sister Teresita Lipar, OP
references John 15:16-17 when
reflecting on the life and call of those
in service to God:

Father Schmidburger performs a baptism at Fox Manor.

“You did not choose me, but I chose you
and appointed you so that you might go and
bear fruit - fruit that will last - and so that
whatever you ask in my name, the Father
will give you. This is my command: Love
each other.”
When Jesus chose the apostles,
he wanted them to know that it was
he who chose them. It was he who

planted the desire in their hearts to
follow him.
“He showed them their call
was for something bigger than
themselves,” explains Sister Teresita.
“Their call would influence thousands
of people down through the ages.
Their call would flow from a
relationship that would begin with
him. They, like him, were anointed to
touch hearts, change lives, challenge
complacency, turn minds to His
word.”
Sister Teresita goes on to explain
that our priests have the same call on
their lives.
“Each of these men received a
call from God to bear the fruit Jesus
wanted them to bear. And we are
blessed to have them continuing their
ministry in our community.”

Fox wins scarecrow contest
Fox Manor enjoys participating in
the Springfield Township Parks and
Recreation Scarecrow Contest each
year. It’s a favorite fall activity and it’s
not hard to see why. The residents
create and design their scarecrow,
working together to get the details just
right.
“We have a group of about ten to
fifteen people who participate,” said
Tammy Keeley, Activity Director at
Fox Manor.
The residents spend several
weeks brainstorming ideas, collecting
materials and designing their
scarecrow.
“We had a lot of good ideas this
year,” said Tammy.
Some of the suggestions included
a Martian, or a fox (for Fox Manor)
dressed up as a superhero. In the
end, the residents decided that their

and a sparkle hat before taking her
to the Parks and Recreation Office.
The scarecrows were displayed in
downtown Davisburg and the public
voted for their favorite.
Fox Manor’s spider was a hit, and
the residents won for the third year in a
row!
Congratulations, Fox Manor!
Fox Manor residents assemble their spider scarecrow
for the 2016 Springfield Parks and Recreation Contest

scarecrow would take the form of a
spider.
To create their scarecrow, the
residents gathered resources such as
garbage bags, pipe insulators, a hulahoop, and zip ties to hold everything
together.
When their spider was complete,
they dressed her up with googly eyes

Mary Kay Pierce, Helen Suchara, Tammy Keeley, Fern
Walch, and Audrey Tobin pose with spider scarecrow.
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men at work
When most people think of
healthcare, they associate the field with
women. However, at Lourdes, we have
over 20 men working across Lourdes
Senior Community. We’d like to introduce
you to a few of them:

Ron and Eileen Delasko at the 2016 Legacy Event

Social worker, David Barks

Dietary Supervisor, Therry (Duke) Davis

THERRY (DUKE) DAVIS has worked
at Lourdes Rehabilitation and Healthcare
Center for sixteen years. Chances are you
have seen him around the dining room or
passed him in the halls.
Duke is part of our dedicated
dietary staff, as the afternoon and
evening shift cook/supervisor. His
responsibilities include preparing dinner
for our 108 residents with various dietary
requirements. Additionally, Duke is
responsible for supervising the afternoon
staff, ensuring cleanliness and maintaining
food quality regulations.
“I like cooking and getting feedback
from the residents,” said Duke. He also
enjoys learning new skills and perfecting
different recipes.
His favorite part of working at
Lourdes, however is the family friendly
atmosphere.
“Everyone works together to get the
job done. We’re here for the residents but
we’re also here for each other. Everyone is
a team player,” said Duke.
If you see Duke, make sure to say
hello and let him know how you liked
the latest meal.
DAVID BARKS also got his start in
dietary, before becoming one of the Social
Workers at Lourdes Rehabilitation and
Healthcare Center.
David hired into Lourdes while
attending St. Mary’s College in 1998.
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“My grandma was in Lourdes in 1994,
so I was already familiar with Lourdes,”
said David.
It wasn’t long before David began
serving in the dining room and doing
clerical work for the dietary department
too. The Social Worker at the time noticed
he was good with the residents and asked
if he would be interested in assisting her.
For the next year, David remained in
dietary, but worked a couple days a week
in Social Work as well. His time there
helped David decide on a career path and
in 2004, he was offered the position of
Social Worker.
“I love it here,” said David. “Lourdes
is a place that continually strives to meet
the needs of the community; to meet the
needs of people.”
David is thankful every day he found
a job he loves, but is most thankful for the
friends he’s made along the way.
“You get to know people here. You
develop friendships and really just feel like
you’re part of this place.
RON DELASKO isn’t your average
Director of Plant Operations. He’s one in
a unique position of having spent his life
at Lourdes. He grew up here, and knows
every nook and corner of Lourdes Senior
Community.
When Ron was a child, he lived with
his parents on Lourdes campus in a house
offered to his family by the Dominican
Sisters of Oxford. Ron’s father was the
Director of Plant Operations at the
Oxford Motherhouse and often took Ron
to work with him.
“He’d ride the tractor and cut the
grass for his father,” said Sister Frances
Mary Kernasovich, OP, the former CEO
of Lourdes Senior Community.

After receiving a Bachelor’s Degree
from Michigan State University, he was
hired in the Grounds Department of
Lourdes in September of 1974. Ron
worked faithfully and when the Director
of Plant Operations position became
available in 1979, Sister Benedicta, a former
Administrator of Lourdes, offered him the
job.
He has held the position for thirtyseven years, offering his time and talents to
the community.
“He treats all of nature as a gift,” said
Sister Frances Mary. “He has a genuine love
for it.”
Ron has watched the Lourdes
community grow, taking part in the
construction of Fox Manor, Clausen
Manor, and Mendelson Home. He was also
involved with the remodel of the chapel
at Lourdes Rehabilitation and Healthcare
Center, as well as the new rehab unit.
Ron’s other responsibilities include the
supervision of grounds and maintenance
at every building. He and his employees
handle daily repairs, maintain major
mechanical systems, tend to landscaping,
and make sure Lourdes Senior Community
continues to run smoothly for residents,
family and staff.
“Anytime, day or night, Ron is available
to take care of problems with all things
mechanical. He knows the workings of
every widget at Lourdes,” said Sister
Maureen Comer, OP, Lourdes current
CEO.
Ron also participates in events such as
the annual Christmas parties and the Golf
for Lourdes Event.
“Working at Lourdes has been more
than just an ‘ordinary’ job, maintaining
the campus grounds and buildings,” said
Ron. “It has given me the opportunity to
hopefully be a positive influence in the lives
of residents, past and present, through the
work that we do on a daily basis.”

Mendelson senior theater: wizard of oz
Lexi designed and made most
of the costumes, even bringing her
personal sewing kit to work. She also
wrote the scripts, adding flare and
individuality unique to the Mendelson
Home residents.
Though they were
a little better prepared,
having the experience
of their last production
under their belts, the
residents and Activities
Department still had
quite an undertaking for
this performance.
“You always learn
from the last time,” said
Deana.
She and Lexi devised
a checklist, cataloguing
Ed Czapor and Barb Haggerty are ready for their debut as the Wizard
old props and materials
and Good Witch.
they could reuse from
their Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs production, as well as other
White and the Seven Dwarfs last October,
event decorations. “We wanted this
Activities Director Deana Wiegand and
show to be even bigger than the last.”
her assistant, Lexi Boyd, immediately
They incorporated new elements,
started brainstorming ideas for their
such as a fog machine, sound effects
next performance. With so many
and concessions. Volunteers were
residents interested in the program,
brought in to help with props, scene
they wanted to choose a play with a
changes, and with costumes and
variety of characters and plenty of
makeup.
opportunities for involvement. It came
Even so, Deana and Lexi had
down to a choice between the musical
their hands full. Besides directing,
Grease or The Wizard of Oz.
they ran concessions, jumped in to
“The Wizard of Oz was my favorite
cover last minute program changes,
movie,” said Lexi.
and passed out lollipops to the
The residents agreed it was the
audience during the Lollipop Guild’s
perfect choice.
song and dance number.
“When I heard it was going to be
“I don’t know how she [Lexi] did
The Wizard of Oz, I thought ‘I’ve got
it,” said, Patti Bean (The Good Witch
to be that wicked witch!’ My birthday
of the North). “I’m amazed by what
is on Halloween,” said Elizabeth Best,
she did.”
Mendelson resident. She had perfected
The night of the play was a hit,
her evil laugh and was eager to share
all of their hard work once again
that with the audience.
bringing in a full house.
To gain inspiration, they watched
“It takes a lot of work to put on
the movie, and began practices
these
performances,” said Pauline
not long after. The residents also
Drouillard (Dorothy).
worked with Music Therapist, Laurie
All of the residents involved in
Hermann, learning classic songs such as
Senior Theater know how special this
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” and
program is. They agree that it has
“Follow the Yellow Brick Road.”

Mendelson’s Senior Theater put on
their second production this summer,
with a rendition of the classic story The
Wizard of Oz. And this performance
was even grander than their first.
After a successful run of Snow

impacted their lives, and they hope
the lives of the audience and staff
members as well.
“I started out by turning it down,”
said Ed Czapor (The Wizard). “I
thought it was ridiculous getting
involved with this at this stage of my
life. I ended up having a lot of fun. I
didn’t know anyone in this group until
I got involved. Now I know everyone.
We’re all good friends.”
Many new friendships were
formed during rehearsals, which took
place once a week for over six months.
However, comaraderie wasn’t the only
benefit felt by the residents. Many
learned they had talents and skills they
never expected.
“I was the same as a child as I am
now at 90 years old. I have the same
skills,” said Ed. “You don’t lose ‘em.
You learn how to use ‘em. And that’s
what we did here. That’s what life is.
You just keep learning.”
Senior Theater is already thinking
up ideas for their next performance.
“We’ll get better and better each
time,” said Deana.

Gerry Thibert takes the stage as the Scarecrow

Make sure you mark your
calendars for Senior Theater’s next
performance, taking place Saturday,
December 10, 2017 at 2:00 pm. The
residents will tell the Christmas story
in a performance titled, The Story of
Baby Jesus.
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Lourdes 2016 Legacy Event
wrapping paper for the
holidays, and planned
talent and fashion
shows.
Over the twenty
years the Lourdes
Guild was active,
the group purchased
items of comfort as
well as equipment,
including warming
lamps, massage tables,
patient lifts and
Reverend Tom O’Brien celebrates Mass at the Legacy Event.
recliner chairs. They
were also responsible
and relaxation at Lourdes Senior
for numerous
Community.
entertainment purchases. 		
Over the years, Steve’s gifts have
Ada’s commitment benefited the
developed outdoor areas for people to
residents at Lourdes for many years
enjoy and relax, funded projects such
and The Guild’s influence can still be
as the renovation of Vivian Via Rosa,
seen today.
and placed important religious statues
Steve Stolaruk was honored with
around Lourdes Senior Community.
the St. Bernadette Spiritual Award
Recently, Steve gave a generous
for his instrumental involvement in
gift for the renovation of the Our
creating an environment of beauty
Lady of Lourdes Chapel at Lourdes
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center.
Our Lady of Lourdes Chapel is used
St. Francis Peace Award
daily by residents and families. It is the
Pope Francis wrote, “I look forward to the surprise
place where Mass is celebrated, and
of every day.” This award recognizes a volunteer
where we honor the lives of those who
whose gifts exemplify Lourdes’ core values of dignity,
have passed away and find calm and
service, spirituality and compassion in bringing healing
peace in stressful times.
and peace to residents.
Sister Maureen Comer, OP,
accompanied by Sister Frances Mary
Kernasovich, OP and Board Member,
Michael Cianciolo awarded these
individuals, thanking them for all they
have done to live out the legacy of
Lourdes. It is through the efforts of
St. Bernadette Spiritual Award
these individuals that the lives of our
Presented to a person who has inspired others to
residents are blessed with many of the
support Lourdes, either as a donor or making an impact
features that makes Lourdes a home.
on the lives of residents through the implementation
or sustainability of a Lourdes program today and in the
future.

Lourdes Senior Community
celebrated its past, present and future
at our Legacy Event, Sunday, October
9th at the Deer Lake Banquet Center.
The event began with Mass
celebrated by Reverend Tom O’Brien,
a Chaplain visiting from Regina Senior
Care Center in Hastings, Minnesota.
A reception and delicious brunch
followed. Guests also enjoyed a
tribute in honor of two individuals
who have embodied the mission of
Lourdes through their time, talent, and
treasures.
Ada O’Brien was awarded the
St. Francis Peace Award for her
commitment to enhancing quality
senior living, and enriching the lives of
residents at Lourdes. Ada, reactivated
the Menscola Guild in 1985, renaming
it the Lourdes Guild. Through her
hard work and dedication, the group
orchestrated community events and
fund raisers. The Guild held card
parties, sponsored bake sales, sold
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planned giving:

supporting future generations
Many individuals want to support
organizations for future generations.
They want to leave charitable gifts
in their estate and want to do so in
a way that helps meet their other
personal, family, or financial needs.
Establishing planned gifts with your
estate plan gives you options for
making your charitable gifts in ways
that may allow you to:
• Make a larger charitable gift
		 than you thought possible.
• Increase your current 		
		income.
• Plan for the financial needs
		 of a spouse or loved one.
• Provide inheritances for your
		 heirs at a reduced tax cost.
• Reduce your income tax 		
		 and/or avoid capital gains
		tax.
• Diversify your investment
		portfolio.

•
•
•

Receive income from your 		
personal residence or farm.
Plan for the transfer of your 		
business.
Leave a charitable legacy for 		
future generations.

Lourdes Senior Community is
blessed to have received gifts from
our supporters through their estate
plans. These gifts range in size as
well as planned giving vehicles. By
making bequests and other “planned
gifts,” you can continue to help
Lourdes Senior Community, making
an important difference in the life of
our residents.
Please contact Colleen at 248886-5674 if you would like more
information regarding planned
giving.

Lourdes Senior
community: pathway
Did you know that you can purchase a
brick paver in memory of a loved one?
When you visit Lourdes Senior
Community, one of the first things
you notice are the beautiful woods and
pathways. Along many of those paths are
bricks celebrating and honoring the lives
of residents and family members. These
paths are located near each of the four
homes.
Each paver offers you the opportunity
to remember a special occasion such as
a birthday or anniversary, or to provide
a lasting gift for someone you love. We
invite you to be a part of the Legacy of
Lourdes through the inscription you will
choose on a brick paver.
Each brich measures 4” x 4” and can
be engraved with up to four lines. When
your brick is placed, you will be contacted
via email to inform you of its approximate
location. Pavers are available for $250
and can be placed at any of the homes at
Lourdes Senior Community.
All proceeds will be used to
support the mission of Lourdes Senior
Community. If you wish to order a
brick paver, please contact Stacey in the
Development Office at 248-886-5670.

Ensuring Our Legacy for Future Generations
Estate Gifts notably impact the ministry of Lourdes Senior Community.
Creating a gift through your will or trust is a meaningful way to leave a
legacy that will make a difference in the lives of residents. Your Estate Gift
can support a specific area or program, such as education and scholarships.
Lourdes Senior Community provides a broad continuum of care for seniors
and their families. All who minister at Lourdes honor the uniqueness of each
person with compassion, love, respect and dignity.

Please contact Colleen Burke, Director of Development, for more information about
creating a gift that reflects your wishes and your spirit: (248)886-5674 or cburke@
lourdes-sc.org
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS
THAT GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED THE HOLY WORK OF LOURDES SENIOR
COMMUNITY BETWEEN JUNE 2016 AND SEPTEMBER 2016.
Honorarium and Memorials
In Memory of Violet Alfes
Mrs. Mary Alfes

In Memory of Mary Ann Allen
Mrs. Fern Walch
The Family of Mary Allen
Mrs. Bernice Soave
Dr. Helen T. Suchara
Betty Kish
Frank and Judy Vellucci
Ms. Cindy Miller
Mrs. Donna Angeli
In Honor of Father Leo Broderick
Mrs. Fern Walch
In Memory of
Reverend William Burke, SJ
Mrs. Fern Walch
In Memory of Mary Czanstke
Ms. Diane Shavinski
Ms. Mary V. Krzycki McKay
Ms. Patricia Ray
Diane Claeys
Carol Glowacki
Ms. Leslye Jacobs
In Memory of Patricia Davies
Ms. Marguerite Gavin
In Memory of Beatrice DiVirgilio
Ms. Sofia Scalzitti
Dr. Marie DiVirgilio
Ms. Therese Yaeger
In Memory of Albert Fleming
Sister Carol Fleming, OP
In Memory of Marie Fleming
Sister Carol Fleming, OP
In Memory of Sabah Garmo
Mrs. Fern Walch
In Honor of Sister
Frances Mary Kernasovich, OP
Mrs. Fern Walch
In Memory of John Kernasovich
Sister Frances Mary Kernasovich, OP
In Memory of Mary Kernasovich
Sister Frances Mary Kernasovich, OP
In Memory of Rose Kirk
Jim and Linda Kirk
John and Dahna Loeding
Charlie and Josie Hyde
In Honor of Sister Teresita Lipar, OP
Mrs. Fern Walch
In Memory of Hazel McMahon
Sister Sue McMahon, OP
In Memory of John McMahon
Sister Sue McMahon, OP
In Memory of Richard R. McMahon
Sister Sue McMahon, OP
In Memory of Robert McMahon
Sister Sue McMahon, OP
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In Memory of Thomas McMahon
Sister Sue McMahon, OP
In Honor of Mary Merlo
Mrs. Fern Walch
In Memory of John Mitchell
Mrs. Fern Walch
Mrs. Bernice Soave
Mrs. Donna Angeli
Ms. Ruth Carol Laugal
In Memory of James M. Olin
Accredited Investors, Inc
Mr. Jerrold L. McPartlin
Harold and Bridget Bergeron
Foundation of Wesley Woods
Mrs. Martha Condit
Judy Martinek
Joseph and Kay McGlynn
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Morin
In Memory of Ellen Ott
Mr. Thomas Ott
In Memory of Margaret Rule
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Rule
In Honor of Agnes M. Smalkowski
Sister Frances Mary Kernasovich, OP
In Memory of Kathleen St. Louis
Donna Gentner, Denise,
Ardis and Maureen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert K. Campbell
Ms. Antonina Newton
In Memory of Robert Tobin
Richard and Barbara Amacher
Jeannie Stanley
Joni and Guy Puckett
Mrs. Donna Angeli
Mrs. Bernice Soave
Anonymous Donor
John and Julie Stouffer
Ms. Louise Bridgeman
Gene and Christie Zynda
Gene and Beth Jagnecki
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip A. Scramlin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Gentry
In Memory of Anthony Walch
Mary Walch Wisniewski
In Honor of Sister Kathy Wood, OP
Mrs. Fern Walch
In Memory of William Willson
Annette and Larry Carter
Ms. Doris A. Clarkson
Anonymous Donor
In Memory of Frances Winkel
Al and Kathryn Winkel

Individuals and Organizations
Adrian Dominican Sisters
Anonymous Donor
Penny Arseneault
Michelangelo Balderi
Father Arthur Baranowski
Shirl Batche
Judge and Mrs. Michael Batchik
Susan Becker
Mary T. Behil

Mrs. Lillian Berak
Ms. Edna Bex
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Blomquist
Ms. Barbara Bowman
and Mr. Steve Stack
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brancheau
Lucille L. Brown
Father Jerry Brzezinski
Ms. Colleen Burke
Mr. Stuart Burleigh
Mr. Michael W. Cianciolo
Mr. and Mrs. Frank V. Cliff
Colombiere Center
Mrs. Julie Comer
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Condit
Mrs. Martha Condit
John R. and M.
Margrite Davis Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael DeLap
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Delasko
Cy and Mary Do DeMeulemeester
Gino and Luciana Diclemente
Dominican Sisters of Peace
Dorothy and John Dowsett
Patricia Durella
Ms. Deborah Edmonds
Sister Carol Fleming, OP
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Fogle
Dan and Mary Lou Gebauer
Daron and Linda Gifford
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Grajewski
Mr. Herman J. Greif
Reverend Msgr. Patrick F. Halfpenny
Charles and Mary Halpin
Mrs. Lucille Hance
Most Reverend Donald Hanchon
Most Reverend Bernard J. Harrington
Ron and Maria Hewson
Dr. and Mrs. Roger S. Howard
Marge Huggard
Alan and Rochelle Huly
Lorraine Jarmaga
Patricia A. Johnson
Mrs. Patsy Johnson
Henrietta A. Juras, MD
Helen L. Kay Charitable Trust
Ms. Denise A. Keglovitz
Paul and Carol Klenner
Mr. Phillip H. Kneen
Marguerite Kolb
Kroger Community Rewards
Vic and Sally Kubani
Derrick and Kathy Kuzak
Joseph and Judith Ann LaFata
Larry and Mary LaForest
Ms. Michele LaForest
Mary F. Lee
Mrs. Lyla M. Lepisto
Peter Lichtenberg
Mr. Thomas Linck
Mary E. Linseman
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Linseman
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Lokar
Reverend James Lopez
Jim and Jean Majercik
Cynthia Matusko
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Matusko
Dolores McDermott
Mr. and Mrs. G. William McNamara
Mrs. Mary L. Merlo
James Michaud
Evelyn Miller
Gerald and Gayle Mineweaser
Ms. Judy Murray

Joan M. Nedeljkovic
Mr. Duke Norton
Mr. Francis A. O’Brien
Bill and Karen O’Connor
Mr. William Orosey
Ms. Omega Parnall
Stan and Ellen Pasieka
Mr. Louis R. Peiffer
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Pontius
Mrs. Beverly Prudhomme
Father Edward Prus
William and Carmen Roberts
Chuck and Kay Robertson
Frances Rososky
The Honorable and Mrs.
James L. Ryan
Mr. Gerald J. Savoie
Paul and Cathy Schaltz
Don and Gerry Seeterlin
The Skoda Family
Ms. Blanche M. Smith
Mr. George M. Smrtka
St. Andrew Catholic Church
St. Mikes All School Reunion
John and Joanne Steckling
David Steffes
Sharon Stout
Kenneth and Catherine Stress
Ms. Alena Subova
Dr. Helen T. Suchara
Mrs. Mary Swantek
Ms. Gail Talbot
Mrs. Dot Tebelman
Ms. Kathleen A. Teets
The Mary Thompson Foundation
Mrs. Olga B. Todoroff
Reverend Stanley A. Ulman
Tricia and Mark Van Faussien
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Vlasic
Mrs. Sandra Voorhees
Mrs. Fern Walch
John and Theresa Wangler
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Wayland
Samuel L. Westerman Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey Woodfolk
Ms. Virginia F. Yezbick
John and Susan Yun
Mr. and Mrs. John Yun
Sister Nancy Zajac, OP
William and Patricia Zurbriggen

In-Kind Gifts

Ms. Sandra R. Bruewer
Ms. Pamela Buhler
Diane Claeys
Ms. Cynthia Dailey
Ms. Catherine Deschaine
Mrs. Marjorie Dettloff
Mrs. Maureen Dinverno
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony R. Merlo
Ms. Karen Murphy
Kris Nye
Mr. James Reynolds
Ms. Debra Rosteck
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Sawyers
Mr. and Mrs. Gary E. Stelmach
Ms. Janet Thomas
Mr. Norman Trask
Mr. David Woliung

THANK YOU, DONORS!

WE ASKED AND YOU PROVIDED, AND BECAUSE OF YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT, WE
WERE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH MANY LIFE ENRICHING PROJECTS AROUND LOURDES
SENIOR COMMUNITY.

Clausen Tub
Room Remodel

Golf Cart PURCHASE
This past May we sent you a
request, asking for your support
in purchasing a new golf cart
for our residents. During the
summer months, Lourdes
Senior Community residents
take pleasure cart rides through
the woods or down to the
lake. The golf cart also allows
the activity staff to transport
groups of residents to the dock
for lunch or to events at other
Lourdes residences.
We are happy to announce,
Roger Rice, Beverly Prudhomme, Stuart Burleigh, Diane Dowd,
through your generosity, we
Lyane Kearns and Mary Ziaja take a ride on the new golf cart.
were able to purchase a blue, 2017
Cushman golf cart, with the ability
We thank you for your kindness.
to seat up to six passengers at a time.
Through your support we are able to
This cart also features safety essentials continue providing quality services and
such as head lights and break lights,
amenities.
and a fold down windshield.

Our Lady of lourdes
chapel remodel
Our Lady of Lourdes Chapel at
Thanks to Steve, the Our Lady of
Lourdes Rehabilitation and Healthcare
Lourdes Chapel also received a new
altar, tabernacle table and podium,
Center recently underwent remodeling
as well as essential sacristy items. We
thanks to the generous support of the
thank him for his devotion to Lourdes
Legacy Event’s St. Bernadette Award
winner, Steve Stolaruk.
Senior Community.
Through his generosity, the
carpet of the chapel and hallway
were replaced, the chairs were
reupholstered and refinished, and
the sound system was updated, and
will soon allow residents to tune
into music at any time throughout
the day.
Residents may also watch
Mass and other services from the
comfort of their rooms by turning
their television to channel 71.
Recently remodeled Our Lady of Lourdes Chapel.

New Apollo tub at Clausen Manor.

Clausen Manor’s original tub room
is now a spa! Thanks to a generous
gift from John Skubik in honor of his
parents, Emil and Mary Skubik, both
past residents of Mendelson Assisted
Living and Clausen Manor
respectively.
The room was original to the
opening of Clausen Manor in 1995.
Now it has an Apollo whirlpool tub,
new flooring, new paint and new
tile. This tub offers whirlpool jets
and ultraviolet lights, which clean and
sanitize the water while in use.
The spa offers a calmer
environment for the residents at
Clausen Manor and makes bath time
an easier experience for the residents.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR
NAME TO APPEAR
DIFFERENTLY, PLEASE
CONTACT THE
DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT AT
(248)886-5670
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Coming UP...

Golf at Lourdes Day
In honor of our 16th annual Golf for Lourdes Event,
Lourdes Senior Community is hosting a Golf at Lourdes Day
open to all residents and family. Join us for a great time of
friendship and games. There will be putt-putt, ladder golf,
and an array of other activities for all ages. Hot dogs, ice
cream, and beverages will be available for purchase, and
don’t miss out on the opportunity to participate in our
50/50 raffle or silent auction.
We hope you can make it and look forward to seeing
you May 20, 2017 at Lourdes Senior Community. For more
information, contact Elisha Christopher in the Development
Office at 248-886-5673 or echristopher@lourdes-sc.org
Fox residents, Roger Rice and Stuart Burleigh, enjoy a round of putt-putt.

2017 gOLF FOR LOURDES EVENT
Plans are under way for the 16th Annual Golf for Lourdes on Tuesday, June 13th, at the prestigious Indianwood
Golf & Country Club, 1081 Indianwood Road in Lake Orion.
It will be the third year the event is to be played
on the beautiful and challenging “New” course at
a club that includes exquisite amenities. Check-in
and continental breakfast begin at 8:30 a.m., and the
shotgun start is at 9:30. Lunch is served during the
event, and a dinner and live auction follow golf.
The registration fee is $225 per golfer.
More than $60,000 was raised this year through
golf and the silent auction, emceed again by dedicated
Lourdes supporter Steve Garagiola, news anchor at
WDIV-TV.

Dan Callan (right), Chair of the Golf for Lourdes Event for sixteen years, having a
great tIme on the links with his foursome.

Come celebrate our Sweet 16 and support this
wonderful event.

To register for this event or more information
about sponsorship or donation opportunities, please
contact Elisha Christopher in the Development Office at 248-886-5673 or echristopher@lourdes-sc.org.
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Euchre Tournament
at Fox Manor
Fox Manor will host a Euchre
tournament, open to the
community on March 25, 2017.
Enjoy playing cards with family and
friends as you support a great cause.
An assortment of fun snacks, soda,
beer and wine will all be available
for purchase. Cash prizes will be
awarded to first and second place
winners.
Doors open at 6:00 pm and the
cover charge is $20 a person. All
proceeds will go to landscaping
needs around Lourdes Senior
Community.
We look forward to seeing you!

world day of the sick
On Friday, February 10, 2017, you will be remembered as the Most Reverend Thomas J. Gumbleton
celebrates the Eucharistic liturgy in honor of the feast day of Our Lady of Lourdes.
You are welcome to join us for this liturgy at 1:30 pm at Our Lady of the Lakes Catholic Church,
5481 Dixie Highway, Waterford, MI 48329.
On this feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes, we pray that Mary
intercede for you, that you may be
open to receive God’s blessings.

Maria Mauro is annointed at World Day of the Sick
2015.

Dan Doss with 8th grade students from Our Lady of
the Lakes school, during World Day of the Sick 2015.

James Smith with 8th grade student from Our Lady of
the Lakes school, during World Day of the Sick 2015.
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Coming UP...
Save the date...

Christmas time at lourdes
Christmas is around the corner, and, as always, Lourdes will be celebrating with a holiday party at each
of our facilities. Join us for a time of family, friends, entertainment and delicious food as we celebrate the
birth of our Lord and Savior. The dates and times are as follows:
• Lourdes Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center –
December 4, 2017 (2:00 pm - 4:00 pm)
• Mendelson Home – December 7, 2017 (5:30 pm - 7:00 pm)
• Clausen Manor – December 8, 2017 (5:30 pm - 7:00 pm)
• Fox Manor – December 11, 2017 (2:00 - 4:00 pm)
We look forward to seeing you!

Fern Walch and family at Fox Manor Christmas Party 2015

To continue offering the best service to our residents we would like to purchase these pieces of equipment.
If you can help please call Colleen at 248-886-5674.

Lourdes Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center - Vital Sign Monitors - as the acuity of residents has increased so has the
need for additional equipment including vital sign monitors. Used to measure blood pressure, heart rate and oxygen
levels these pieces of equipment are used by nurses and therapists.
Joseph T. Mendelson Assisted Living Home - Coumadin Therapy Testing monitor - many residents use Coumadin daily to thin
their blood, improving blood flow and avoiding blood clots. This monitor would allow instant results read in-house for these
residents.
Clausen Manor - Wheelchair Scale - residents living at Clausen Manor often have difficulty with maintaining their
weight. This wheelchair scale would eliminate the stress of being weighed weekly by allowing them to not be moved
onto a scale but rather remain in their wheelchair while being weighed.
Fox Manor - Big screen television - Fox Manor residents utilize the large screen television in the dining room on an
almost daily basis, watching movies, competing with Wii Bowling and catching up on current events. This television is
in need of replacing.
HELP LOURDES BE GREEN! WE ARE COMMITTED TO DOING ALL WE CAN TO BE GOOD STEWARDS OF OUR ENVIRONMENT. WITH YOUR
HELP WE WILL SAVE OUR NATURAL RESOURCES AND AT THE SAME TIME, REDUCE OUR PRINTING AND PAPER COSTS! IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO REPLACE THIS ISSUE OF THE CONTINUUM WITH AN E-MAIL VERSION, PLEASE SEND AN E-MAIL TO ECHRISTOPHER@LOURDES-SC.ORG
AND PLACE “THE CONTINUUM” IN THE SUBJECT LINE - THE NEXT VERSION WILL BE IN YOUR E-MAIL INBOX!
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